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Courteous*Reader, | 
 S89a7 not whhont a mwlkitade of diſadu onehr 
| IT; ' hand that the enſurng Defence cometh. mo. open 
STAYED onms td the weakneſs that «5 in'rne of ſapmg any 
CSLURRED thing worthy of vhecanſe , which inthe min we 
SIC -Reſore to - but'withal (to ſay no worſe) from 
the 1»firmity of the age we live in : the gemerabity 
of men being led-into the affefting and diſitke of things, rather by tra- 
dition, and wpon the credit of ſuch as they reverence, then upon a reght 
judgement of matters in their own evidence, Tet are we not diſcon- 
raged from ſending this Teftimonyforth , though it hath neither Pa» 
tron, nor Approbation ; but only Truth to be its Shield and Buckier : 
being clear in this, that it was not an Aﬀettationto appear in publiok,, 

. that hath Jed we forth to this Wndertaking | 
cating the Churches of Chriſfthat we walk-withal, from ſuch notari+ 
on flanders : as alſoyof delivering the Readers of that Pampblet from 
the manifeſt abuſe it puts wpon warts (nf HATH > a 
giving credit to very many nntruths aud wiſ-repreſentations of things, 
@rd t 


erein to a diſguſt againſt theWay, and all that walk therein: - 


_ the main 4, te I FF ef fr 
be Book 'was inde m, | tus As 

4 time ; but ſeeing it ws mar dors by the conmanance of —_— 
are Accounted men of worth, who ſcattered it abroad as an undoubre 
Evidence of Truth ; we have thought good to give men a warning at 
reſent againſt ſuch artifices to deceive, that ;'* the ſuture they may 
be the more cautions of giving credit to inveitivesof thi nature | 
will not be much our care bereafter ,to make Replies uno ; as having 
itin our hearts to expeft many ſuch trials from men of perverſe minds, 
Apftdtizing frem the Truth in this hoxr of tempeation, 


; but a neceſſity of -vindi« _ 
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# of 
- > That the preſenting thic tothe, comes to our lot who dwell at ſome 
| Wiance fromthe place where theſe affairs were trauſalted, it occaf 
oxed from our obſervation, how that the Reproach of this, ſalls heavier 
upon us in the Conmties, then it dath on them in that Town, where the 
advantages of infarmmtthe Enquirers,;and clearing the accuſed, ar: 
at hand: by reaſon Whereof,that people being leſs ſenſible have beenrhy 
leſs careſul of performing this ſervice,which might ſeews more projer |y 
appertaining unto they, £ S | 
Tet neither doth onr diſtance of place render us uncapable of giving 
thee the tyme ſtate of things, i» that our ſelves were ey0 and rar-wit. 
' meſſes tothe Proceedings of that Congregation in the two Wincinal 
matters of ſatt be infiſteth on, (viz.) with William Facy , a»d thy 
Richard Bellamy ; and for the other Occurrences , have taken all 
poſſible care to obtain ſuch a perfeft account of things in the naked 
eruth of thems,as might render 1a capable of giving forth the Narra- 
tive with all exattneſs, 
In the whole, however we had in our eye the Readers accommoda- 
tion, and therefore endeavoured to be az brief as poſſible , inmaters 
that may be ſo expreſſed; yet may it not be reaſonahle to think, we tau 
slear aur ſelves from ſuch an heap of ſlanders, in as few words @ he 
may caſt them on us; eſpetially,ve have been enforced to be ſomewhat 
Large in giving our underſtanding about what he lays down at grounds - 
from-Seripture, convincing him of Infants right ts Baptiſmawhich he 
offers as 4 main binge on which he turned from ms , and thence loads 
% with ths common 'naxe of Infamy , that we paſs under among the 
ſons of men. Onur Method is to follow our Accuſer ſtep by ftep;wherein 
we repeat his words: and have willingly omitted nothing that de» 
* ſerves an Anſwer , although it be againſt our ſelves .; in the whole, 
being deſirous to approve our ſelves ts hins that ſcarcheth the hearts : 
with him we leave the undertaking, to diſpoſe of it and us, and at his 
pleaſure : to him be Glory for +ver. Amen. | 


| | ERRATA. 
Page 8. lineeq, for AF.2.34. read 39, page 9. linc 49. for hating , read. 
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(1) K ig a4 
A plain Diſcovery of the Unrighteous 
Judge, and falſe Acculſer. 
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ws Chrift in 
ſincerity, whom theſe may concern: Greet- 


© 189, 


To all that love the Lord TFeſws 


- 


( it may be ) obtained their eadsy but being grown the common vi- 
20ur w'/ every il-fayorcd cauſe 3 we judge them aot only impertinen: 
to the matter in queſtion, bur alſo ugnfic for us to publiſh of our - 


ſelves ; ard no leſs unmeer to be impaled on yoa whom we writeenot 
dv a5 fuch who can. diſcera 


unto as ignorant and (imple, b 
the ehings that differ in their owa qu RA 
Richard Bellamy, (irce he was caſt out of Comunion with us at 

Tiverton. ( or whoever he be prrſonated by him} hath printed his 
book againlt us,. Called , The Leper Cleanſed. The title page tels. 
you, of what the book is compreheafive, Ther:ia amonglt ſeverall _- 
laudable marters ſpoken of himſelf, he pretends to lay open the, A- 
xabaptiſts, 2nd cheic unchriſtian wayes, and wilez to deceive z aad 
| ſeemeth deſirous ro bs thought a perſon able ro make great diſcoye- 
ries and conquelts, as having been throngly. verſed .in the DoRtrine 
and PraQtiſes cf the whole body cf that party by bis nigh ewo yeers 
coayerſe with them in ſociety amongſt cur Brethreain Trwerdos, 
Bue all theſe tertibl: flouriſhes rorwithſtanding,we herewith teader 
thisman and his writings 2g3inſt us co your cxamination , aad the 
true ſtate of our Dorive, Way, and PraRiiſcy as ic ſtands accuſed 
and judged by him. Acd if indeed we te convicted for cunning de- 
Ccivers, lyers ia wait, hypocrites, enexics to Godlineſs, enemies to 
: Magiftracy and Miniltety, a5 he hath inf ormed the world, __— 
B 


(2) | 
deed leave us, as ke hath perſwaded you: But if theſe appear to be 
the unrighteous accuſations of a perſon puffed up, - at beſt, with the 
heac of his own paſſions, then take heed and beware of that ſpicic 
which hath aRed this man, and led him afide according tothe pride 
of his own heart, to play both the unrighteous Judge, and falſe Ac- 
cuſer, zgainſt the way of God wherein we ſtand, | 
Friends, Weintend not in this defence to juſtify any evil perſon, 
or matter for our adyantage 5 Weare affured we have in hand, a 
cauſe of God thar needeth notyfave to be Rated in its own ſimplicity : 
wherein we ſhall eadeayour to be faichfull with you, being made 
willing by the grace of God to ſtand and fall with it. The perſons 
of men we ſhall not care to overyalue, or preſume todetraR, but as 
men ſtand approved or diſapproved of the truth to give them - 
their due : and particularly for this our Judge and Accuſer , we 
ſhall caſt behigd us tbe filth of his inveRives without retaliation ; his 
-kmpertinencies and abſurdities, as much 2s may be, we ſhall paſſe c> 
ver with ſilence, that what may be found in him to bear upon the 
mayn cauſe, may be dealt withal, 
Accufer. 
It may ſeem flrange toall that know megto ſee me in print : and 
if ary that ſee me thus appear, jwdge that it us my mayn buſineſs 
30 vindicate my ſelf, thay ave ib aken » [ aw partly drivento 
this by the irregular priialing of thoſe who have judped we 
4 an 6ffender, and yet wonts v 
ſelf : ſo that I am enforced to ſpeak this way, or to jwſtify thew 
by my filence + but that which moſt of all prevails with me, s, 
Firſt to grue glory toGed-in acknowledging his merey who bath 
opened my eyes, and ſhewed me the error of my way. 2. 1 jnage 
it my duty to labor to nndective all the ſimple and plain bearted. 
3. [think it as neeefſary todiſcover the hypocriſie of ſom that 
ly in wait to deceive, and by cunning infixuations and protences 
to draw aſide many ſouls, to their own loſs, if not totheir deftin- 
From, Anſwer. _ 

It is not much that we ſhould think needfull to ſpeak to this pa- 
ragraph : only whereas he begins, /t may ſrem ftravge to all tht 
know me, to ſee me in print; Inthis the Accuſer ſpeaketh right, for 
we have ground (© judge, he doth bur perſonate the contrivance of 0» 
ther men. | 6208 

Who bave judged me as an offender, and yet would not give 
| 20 


os give me liberty to ſpeak for wm) _. 


(3) 
me liberty to ſpeak for my ſelf. We ſhall hereafter meer our Ac-' 
cuſer in this his falſe allegation in its due place, © - 
| Ithinkit as neceſſary todiſcover the bypecrifſa of ſome 1harly 
in wait to deceive, fc. Whom he intends undexthek 
as hypocrites, lyers in wait, 8c. he manifeſts intitle | 
well he proves us to be ſuch ,, appeareth by the ſequele of his book, 
where we (hall bave full ay to examine it. He proceeds. | ? 

ccuter, gh '2 
It ts notorion ſly known to all the ſubabit ants of Tyvertongthat I | - 
we deeply ingaged in that way which is commonly kuown by the. 
nawe of Anabapcilts, yea ſo far, as rbart Febought Iwas bonnd to 
oppoſe all that yy from that way. as bring amichriftian: 
ſo zealous was I ro promote that imtereff, that 1 forſook my rela- 
tions, and left my fathers bouſe, not caring for any ſociety, but 
ſuch as were for that way,refnſing to joyn in prayer with ſuch «s 
differed from me in that though etherwiſe godly: thus I eantinu- 
ed for the ſpace of nightwoyeers, but at laff God was pleaſedto 
cauſe me to refleft npon my ſelf and wayer, and by ſome ſpecial 
providences ( of which by avd by 1 ſhall give an accompt ) be 
wade me willing to ſtand upon the ways and ſee, and enquire for 
the way of the Lord , for wntill this time 1 was ſo filed withpre- 
judice againſt the publick Miniftery, that [ refuſed all confe= 
rexces and debates, with any ( thowgh offered with never (0 
much mildneſs ) conterning the way in which [was , or if ] did 
at any time admit of any, it was todefend, and not to examine 
it, 


Anſwer. 

All this raſh and unevea walking while under this profeſſioa,that 
this man makes diſcoyery of himſelf in (for we (hould nor haye 
judged it worth the while to have given ſuch a charaRter of him ) 
it eafily appeareth to have fprung- from che yourhfull vanity and 
lightneſs of his own ſpiric, not from-any priaciple owned a- 
mong uss aor was the obſeryation of it any comforc co us, ig that 
he was- ſeyerall times reproved for ſundry of choſe yery things. 

Accuſer. 

But now God having put ſomes oveck wpan my ſpirit, [ began. 
to lay things inthe balance ; ard obſerving another people in 
this place, walking wander Ordinaxces, and jojned wack the pub- 
lick Miniftery : ſuch thoughts as theſe wonld come in ſome- 

A 2 


times ; 


h - 
times ; We [ay we are in the way of Ged. and they ſay they are 


inthe way of God : may not I all this while be miſtaken? Though 
1 often oppoſed ſuch thoughts as theſe, yet they returned upon 


_ me by my obſervation, for I could not but take notice, that thoſe 


Mat.16.24. 
Luk.14.26. 


1 walked withally were looſer, both in their Principles and Pra- 
Riſes, then thoſe 1'difſemted from. 
cs Anſwer. 

Then I began to lay things in the balance, &c. Thoſe ugſtea- 
dy reyclutions of thoughts, always learning, never coming to the 
acknowledgment of the truth z argue a minde unſtable as water,and 
therefore cannot excell. [could not but take notice that thoſe I 
walked with, were looſer both in their Prixciples and Prafti- 
ſes then thoſe I difſeme d from. We ſhall notin this place infift on 
che weakneſs of the Argament, urged frem the pratiſes of ſome per» 
ſons , tothe error of their profeſſion. But to the generall charge, 
we ſay: That, if to Rate the everlaſting Covenant, made and given 
by the Lord himſelf for the redemption of ſinners, and the efficacy of 
the Miniftration chereof upon the free grace of Godin Chriſt alone g 
J8d ſofiated, rominifter the ſame , for the calling and gathering cf 
the ele, the true ſeed in that Covenant given unto Chriſt, for the 
bringir:g them into viſible communion with Chriſt their head , ard 
each with others If co require a proof of the truth of this work be- 
fore admiſſion into ſuch viſible communion and fellowſhip, with an 
pen profeſſion upon ſuch admiſſion to take up the crols of Chriſt, 
and follow him, in doing and ſuffering his whele will, as bimſelf 
requirechs {f co adminiſter ſuch Goſpel. Ocdigances, as import the 
peculiar priviledges of the children and family of the Son of God, 
co perſons ſo approved, and no others : If to acknowledge and br- 
lieye the everlaſting Kingdom and Prieſthood of Jeſas Chriſt, in pro» 
viding for, governing and perfeRing his people, alchough a feeble 
flock ; and therefore ſet at nought by them that are full and ateaſer 
If while theſe principles and the like unto them , are in our eye , the 
wark we contend to reach unto ( yer through the infirmity of our 
fleſh, finding our ſelves to our grief ofcen beneath tis by the” 
grace of God in his Ordinances, ia bearing one anothers burdens, in 
admonition and exhortation wich patience, whiles there is hops, and 
other ſpirituall proceedings , as the cauſe requireth g our manifold 
weakneſſes notwithſtanding, ſuch indulgence and grace we obrain 


withand from our God, that not only ſupporr is migiltred, bur - 


(5) | 4 

ſo (to the.praiſe ofhis admired goodneſs be it faid)) a progreſs is 
made among us from faich to faith : and this further token of his 
preſence we find among us 2 That uſually the moſt carnall, worldly, . 
and unruly, arc ſooneſt offended 7 but the ſober and humble hearted 
rejoyce with us. If rheſe principles and praQtiſes , and the 
juſt conſequences atteading them, cemmoaly ayowed by us, be loo» 
ſer then what the accuſer doth imbrace, and in his own perſon fol- 
low, the day of cryal wil make evident. 
| Acenſer. | 

I found them flight in their thoughts of the Sabbath , and that 
they obſerycd that day rather our of policy, then out of conſcience ; 
not ſo much co ſanRifie the name of God, as to keep their hearers 
from attending the publick Miniſtery, They ſpake ſlightly of thoſe 
that walked ftriAtly and cloſely wich God in duty, ſaying, that all 

the Religion of ſuch lay in duties. bat theirs was ſpiritual. T further 
ob{eryed that their families were without prayer generally ,cheir chil- 
dren without inftruRion : and ſurely their coaftant neglect of duties 
in their families, made me grow very careleſs of mine in private. The 
conſideration of theſe things made me begin to enquire, whether this 
were the truth T profeſſed : from henceferth I refolved to confider 
what was obj: Rtzd againft the way I was in, and to weigh the Are 
gumencs Thad (lighted, becauſe I ſaw many ſerious godly peopte did 
live inthe profeſſion and praQtiſe of that which I oppoſed, &c. 

Anſwer. 

I fennd them flight in their thoughts of the Sabbath, &c. 
What wormwood and gall hath he mingled to us in this deſperace 
and bold accufaticnand judgment,it being full well known to all ob= 
ſeryers, that both in preaching, p:inting and praRiſe, all the Bipti- 
ſed congregations with whom we hxve communion inEvg/and,Soot-. 
land and [reland, do hold ou: a conftan profeſſion, 'that in conſci= 
. encecothe Lord, we do hold our ſelves bound to krep the ficft day 
of the week, called the Lords day , holy to the Lord; and' that the 
right celebration of this day confilterh in a ſpiritual communion with 
God, our own ſouls, and each with other in all goſp:|-Ocdinances, 
and other Chriſtian offi:es, of goodneſs and:mercy co man and beaſt, 
23 opportunity aad Chriſtian prudence ſhall require. And this yong | 
man wel kroweth, chat this very congregation in Tiverton procec- 
ded with a member as worthy of juſt cenſure, oaly for that his ſer» | 
vant, though without his knowledge, took a cloth upon this day our - 


B 3 of 


f B (6s) | 
of the rack where it was oh frying t 26d moreover , himſelf was 
preſent when the Church appointed it as their judgment to meet to» 
gerher conſtantly abour fix of the clock in the morning, to the end 
that the day might be ſpent more intirely for the Lord, l 

They ſpeak, (lightly of thoſe that walked ftriftly and cloſely 
with God in duties. ſaying that all the Religion of ſnack lay in du- 
ties, buy theirs was ſpiritual, That there is a Phariſaical flrict- 
neſs in poliſhing the outward-man by the traditicas and inveations 
of men, and not of Chriſt; and a formal ftriAnels in the letter of 

a command,..ad both theſe deſperate eaemies to theGoſpel of Chriſt, 


we affirme z but we loath, abhor, «nd deteſt, the applicacion of theſe © 


exprefſions , co the flighting of any duties, or exerciſes of godlineſs, 
or any perſons that in faith and a good conſcience , walk cloſely 
with God ia theme That our ſelves migh: be built up, and be hel 
ful each to build up other in the faithful exerciſe therevf wicthone £ 
ration , hath bcen one main motive to draw us into the uion and 
communion ia which by the grace of God we ſtand, andis a part 
of that promiſe , which we through the Lords affiſtance (the God 
in Coyenant with us) doe declare and undertake when we reecive 
the right*hand of viſible fellowſhip rogether. As for the ground of 
this mans repert in this particular y after the moſt diligent ſearch 
that could be made , we can finde out ro juſt colour he hath for 
ſuch an accuſation , but that himſelf hach uſed the like expreſſions 
of ſore , as hypocrites and formaliſts , &c. whom he now clea- 
veth unto 2 for which he was then faithfully reproved . : 
Their families without prayer generally, their children wit 
ont inftiruftion, &c. What ſhall we reply co this bold man? 
the Lord knoweth we condemn,abhor agd deteſt the guilt of this ac- 
cuſation, we faithfully exhore unto theſe Chriſtian duties, we reprove 
their negleR ; and are in a readineſs ro paſs publick cenſures upon 
the careleſs and wilfull cranſgrefſours of them, as perſons cftcnding 
againſt plain precepts: The Lord knoweth we long ard labour to 
have our houſes as churches of Chriſt , and cur children is ſub= 
miffion with all gravity , brought up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord ; yet being jealous that ſeveral in Tiverton,and elſwhere, 
may not haye been fo careful in the performance of their duty in 
theſe things , as the law of the Lord _ of chem, we ſhall cake 
occaſion, eyen from the reproach caſt upoa us by the accuſer, to 
make a more ſri exquiry after all negleAs of that kinde , __ 
. t 
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| | (7) 
the Lord will help us to beare yet a more effeAual teſtimony againſt 
bop , and help them _ us unto C_ wag Src 
ecafiſe I [aw many ſeriom goaly peopie aid live in the pro- 
feſſov pes prattice of that which I oppeſed. We es + 
this paſſage to have more reſemblance of grace in it, then moſt we | 
can finde in all the book beſides. As for his tolfing and running. 
from place to place upon martrer of _— - and one while railing 
on this party , and thea as fiercely reviling others , it is the common 
badg of the drunken (pirit of this prog genienrive $ but cropon- 
der thepathsof the truly Godly upon. weil-digefied and: clear evi- 
dences of the grace of God dwelling ia their hearts, we canaot but 
commend , and put a due eſtimate upon 2 and we know that this 
very confideration , hath been an iatrodudtive to a farther work of 
God , which hath not left ſome precious ſoules till they have taken 
up the viſible profeſſion of the Goſpel in which we Rand. - Bur ler 
us beware that while we be tender to the Godly,we prove not cruel 
to Chriſt and ro our own ſoules : the godly in all ages haye been 
liable to fad miſtakes, and ifly perſiſted in them, notiyithſtan- 
ding they-wanted not ſuch as have admoniſhed them of their miſe 
carriages: we can hardly be firangers to this truth ,' while the preſ- 
ſes and the pulpirs in the three nations , breath out ſuch ſharp con- 
rentions among our oppoſites themſelves , in ſundry - points of great 
moments and tierefore let us follow the godly as they flow 
Chiiſt , and no farther; .and withal, take Feed of making our a 
judgment while we are prejudiced with perſonal infirmities,or ex- 
taggled, with wordly advantages or diſadyantages» but draw our 
ſelves and che matrer i queſtion , into a aaked fimplicity before the 
Lord, {to receive the pure impreſſions of Scripture-authoricy, as che 
ſupream judg of all controverfier, and no other. 'Bur mark the 
condition of the perſon, o'1r judg and accuſer , before and fince' his: 
defeRon, as his own pet hath painted him fortk, that notwithftan- 
ding his pretenſions of ſecking and finding God, you will finde 
| the man not ſo much inthe joy and love of a ſpiric bertered by his 
change, as in the old gall of a deadly bitternefs from fiiſt rolafk, 
; Acenſor. | 
.. And upon ſerious inquiringiatothe word, and earneft ſeeking of 
God, it pleaſed the Lord co ſatisfie me ia the truch , and in parti 
cular touching theſe ewo controyerted truths. (1) That the Coye« 
nant of grace Rands now ia force to the children of beleeyers uader 
| ; the 


| (8 | . 
the Goſpel, (2.) That this is a 1 2s ground by Gods appoint« 
ment why che childrea of believers ſhould be baptized, Thig is 
evident from many Scriptures in the New Teſtament , which 
the Anabaptiſts haye endeayoured often to obſcure. I (hall onely 
mention one which was uſeful to me, Mts 2e 34. The promiſe is 
to you , and to/ your children, The Anabaptiſts have laboured 
to darken this truth by perſwading the world to believe that chil. 
dren have go right to the promiſe till they are aQually called, which 
they would infer from the laſt” clauſe of the fore mentioned Text. 
But by conſidering, 1 faw their miſtake in the Text [cal hath no re» 
lation tochildren , but to them afar cf, 
Anſwer, 

We account it not our concernment, nor worth our while , toin- 
form the Reader , with what might be truely "ſaid to diſcoyer the 
falſhood of che accuſers plauſible inſinuatioa , by what' dire& 
meanes , and with what mature conſideration he digeſted thoſe 
gronhds of fatisfaRtion 2 but letting him pais with his defired ap- 
plauſe , ſhall only crave the exerciſe of Chriſtian patience while we 
follow him,laying down in plainneſs our perſwaſions about the ſeye- 
rals by him hiated at in this point of Baptiſme z he fiſt gives you 
two propoſitions 3s the ground of his ſatisfaCtion. | 

Firſt, that the Covenant of grace ſtands now in force 10 the 
children of believer s under the Goſpel, Secondly , that this is 
a ſufficient ground by Gods appointment why they ſhould be bay- 
tiſed. Many miſtakes uſually perplex the point in queſtion for 
want of a right underſtanding of the termes made uſe of 2 which 
inconyenience we ſhall endeayour to remove out of the way , be- 
fore we goe farther : and the terme or expreſſion that comes firſt to 
hand to be explained is [ehe Covenant of Grace, | This terme is 
applycd to fignifie, | : 

. I. The Covenantiof Grace in its own nature , ſingly, and uni- 

yerſfally conſidered. = Hl t 
\ 2. Ic's applied to fingifie the manner of irs adminiſtration , ac- 
cording todivine infticutions ; 

As to the firſt Ggnification the Coyenant of Grace (ignifieth. 
That great myſtery of the mercy of God in Chriſt z wherein the Fa- 
ther hath eſtabliſhed Jeſus Chriſt his Son , the bead of all things , 
and given unto him a bleſſed ſeed of the Sons of Men , to be by 


him, and wich him heices of che glorious inheritance-of = 
| ; or 
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grace of God, ad the bleſſed , kan thereof , againft all 
ſibilicies of miſcarriage, according ro his eternal purpoſe. 
his Covenant was by the Lord himſelf firſt publiſhed co man in 
Paradice, Gen-3.15. 1 will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy feed and her ſerd: it ſhall Fruiſe thy 
heal, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his beels, This Covenant is ſpoken 
by the Prophet David ; Pſal. 2, 7. I will declare t dre 
erie , the Lord bath ſai1 unto me, Then art my Son, this day 
have 1 begotten thee, Verſ, 8, Arke of me, and 1 ſhall give 
thee the beathen for thins inberitanre , and the ntmoſt parts of 
the earth for thy poſſe ſſizr, Verl. 9. Thom ſhalt break thens. 
mith arod of iron , thou ſhalt daſh them in pieces as 4 potters 
veſſel, This Covenant , is ic which [ſaiab publ ſhah and 
preaCheth, Chap. 42. and 49. andelſwere frequently. This Co- 
venant God calls his everlaſting Covenant , bring till one and the 
fa ne immucable from everlaſting to everlaſting, This Covenant 
was it which at ſundry times, and after divers migners, under di- 
yers hgnes', figures, and types, by promiſes and prophecies was 
renewed and ratified with the blefled Patriarches, A5el, Seth, 
Enoch , Noah, SemygMelchsſedech , ard with the Fathers Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, with Moſes, with David the king, 
and with the Prophets, before rhe comming of Chriſt: and it is 
the ſame Covenant , which openly and plaialy was brough: to light, 
and revealed in all the myſteries cf ic by Jobn the Baptiff , the 
Lord Jeſus, and his Apoſtles , which till continueth to. be miai- 
tied in the Church , aed ſhill contioue without change co the 
worlds end. This Covenant hath one Spiritual Father , which is 
Chritt, [ſatah 9.6. The mighty Ged , the everlaſting Father 
| and one ſpiritual ſeed, Pſal, 32, 30. A ſeed (hai ſerve him, it 
ſhall be acconnted to the Lord for a Generation. = 
The Covenant of grace as it ſignifiech the manner of acminiſtra* 


tion., acC-rding to divine appointment , may bs thus deſcribed, 5. -,ycnan 
I: doth contain the whole and every part of that infticuced worſhip , qiniftring, 


whereby God doth ordinarily bring abour, the purpoſes of che 
everlaſting Covenant, that is, to ſer Cnrift upon his throne, and 
tO gather to him the ſeed given him by bis Father: And the Covye- 
nant of grace under this accepracion is noc one and the fame al- 
wayes, but hath paſſed under many grea: alterations and Changes: * 
the Lord hating bis ordinances and appointmens , to the _ 

C Ca® 


The miniftring 


(1 

feaſons, and workes , which he w/ to doe, 2s it ſeemed good te 
his heavenly wiſdom : and therefore all the force and\authority of 
the Coyenant of grace , conſidered ugder this head , to wit , ac- 
cording to the adminiſtration of it, dependeth intirely upon the 
law of its infticuriop , and is in force as that law-direReth, and nor 
otherwiſe. | | 

And the Covenant of grace ia this ſence fands diſtieguiſhed in 
Scripture , under two known heads , reſpeing two ſeaſons, the 
ſeaſon before the aſcention of the Son of God , and the ſeaſon which 
followed afcer. 

The acminiſtration of the Covenant of grace , before the coming 


vefore Chriſt, of the Son of God, paſſed under very great alterations and changes, 


for the fict two thouſand years from Adam to Abrabars , the 
ordinances ard forme ofw orſhipthen in prat.ſe , and other occa- 
fional figures, having reſpeRt unto the myBery of theeverlaſting 
Covenant, and the choſen and rejeRed ſeeds therein conſidered , 
wsS a miniſtry dignified , with as emic.cnt and glorious ſaints, as 
any the book of God recordeth : and although this miniftry were 
alſo for the nature of it, the ſame with the law of AMdoſes, and 
proportioned to it , and afterward fell in with it, yertin all this 
long track of time, there was no diſtinguiChing ordinance to be ad» 
migiſtred to infants of belieyers, or a doQrine to that pur- 
poſe , notwithſtanding the far-fetcht notions , which ſome have 
wandered after, to fiade it out from that paſſage of the Sons cf 
God and daughters of men , Gex. 6. 2. Which very probably 
was found iathe family of holy Serb, in that time of univerſal cor- 
raption of all man»kigde. Nor inthat other of the ſaving of Noab, 
and his family, in the Arke 5 neither of which - nor any other thing, 
was, Or was deemed to be an ordinagce eftablifhed in the Church , 
to be acminiſtred in infancy, 

True it is, at circumciſion it began, and by the law of Moſes 
circumciſion was taken in with the other inftirucions which wear be» 
fore ic, and there it received its full eaftalmenc , and became the 
head-ordinance of the Levitical miniſtry. This adminifteation of 
the Covenant of grace is uſually called in Scripture the old Cove- 
nant, or the firſt Covenart, H:b. 8.7, For if that firſt Covenant 
bad been fanltleſſei,8ic. Ver. 13. In that be ſaith a new Coves 
want, be hath made the firſt old, It is alſo uſually called the law, 
Row, 4413, 14» For the promiſe that be ſhowld. be the heir » d 
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the world , was not to Abrabam, or to bis fred, through the 
law , but through the righteouſneſs of faith » for if they which 
are of the [aw , (to wit , the people of the old Covenant) be heirs, 
faith s made void, ( to wit, the people of the. new Couthant, } 
And Hcb.10. 1. The lew having a fhadew of good things to 
come , aud not the vixy image of the things, &c. Gal. 4, 21. 
Ye that defire to be wwder the law , dot ye not bear the law ? 

This Covenant, while it ftoed ,. although ir were very glorious, 
yet the Spirit of God never exalted ir in digaicy aboye the degree 
of an Handmaid , appointed: for the time being to miniſter to the 
eyerlaſting Covenant, and thea to be utterly caft ou: of the Church, 
together with her ſeed according to the fl:(h , whom the Apoſtle 
calleth ſeryants, and not ſons, Gal, 4.7. All which we'have 
prophetically,yer plainly and fully inftanced in the family of eAbras 
haw , under the type of the Goſpei-Church , under che perſons of 
Hagar and Iſhmael, Gen, 21.10,11, 12, Caſt out this bond- 
woman, 4nd her ſn ; for the ſon of this bond woman ſhall not 
be heir with my ſon, with Iſaac , &c. The myſtery of this Serip- 
ture the Apoſtle unyailech at large, Gal. 4, 22,-- 33, Where he 
ſheweth that the ewo women, verſ. 24. under an allegory, are the 
two Covenants, the bondage Covenant, and the free Covenant , 
yer, 35, 26, that is, the law and the Goſpel z and that the [ſds 
were the true ſeed of the Goſpel-adminiſtration , ver 1,28. called 
the children of the promiſe : and faith the Apoltle , ſuch was him-. 
ſelf, and all the Churches of Galatia , to whom he wrote, verſc33, © 
Not borne after the fl:(h as was [ſpmaet;ſverſ,2 3. bur borne where 
there were no poſſibilities of nature , co bring forth a ſeed 2 even by 
the power of God, and ſpirit of adoption, verſ. 5, 6, 7. By 2 
mother which in the other reſpeR was, alcogerher barren and deſo+ 
late, verſ.27, Rejojce thou barren that brareft-net , 8c. that 
is, ſhee was in no ſuch mariage-Covenant, whereby children ſhould 
be brought forth unto her , as were che children of the- former mare 
tizge-Covenant ; but in that reſpe@bcing lefe abſolutely deſtitute, 
ſhould yet have many more children , then that Covenant had 
whieh brought forth children by fleſhly generation, 

» Again, this old agjniniſtration , the Spirit of God, Heb. 8. 5. 

Termed a ſerwice wxro the example and ſhadow of heavenly 

things, And Chap. 9. vers 9. @ figure for the time then preſent. 

And in Chap, 7. v. 19. and w_ IO. v. 1. That it made notbing 
2 


perfelt. 


Obj, I. 


Rep. 1. 


Rep. 
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perfeft, And that it was by the Lord Jeſus blotted out as an hagd- 
wricing of ordinances , that was againſt us, which was contrar 
tous, and took it out of the way, nailing ir to his Croſs, Col, 2, 
24: There ended that Covenant there expired the law , the force 
and authority upon which that adminiſtratioa ſtood. And there 
was the prophefie, Gez. 21.10, of caſting our the ſeed according 
to the fl: ſh(never more toclaime a priviledge upon thac account) abs {| 
ſolutely accompiiſhed and fulfilled. And thenceforth the children 
of the promiſe are counted for the ſeed , Rom. 9. 8, 

Two hard ſhifts are mzde uſe of by ſ:me to avoid the evidence of 
theſe , and the L:ke ſcriptures agaicſt infaint-bapriſme, which might 
be alleged to the ſame eff: R. 

Fiſt, they ſay, that what hath bcen alledg:d from Gem. 24, and 
Gal. 4. Tenderh only to prove , that the legal Covenant and 
carnal ſeed , as it ſtood priviledged by that Coyenant, was to give 
way to the free Goſpel-Ccv:nant. 

To this we ſay , Thatche Covenant of the law, and the coye- 
nant made with Abraham, in theletter of circumcifi:n , had with 
them an eminent renoyauon, zndrat:hcation of the everlaſting cc- 
venant gs yet were boch of cane and the ſame nature , authority , ard | 
nle, John 7. 23. Ats15.5., Although not given together , 
as neicher were the ordiaznces of {zcrificing 5 and all ahke benified, 
and feryed unto the ſame heayezly myftery cf the grace cf God in 
Jelus Chriſt. : 

We cloſe wich thein herein, and crave no more from theſe Scrip- 
tures then the cotal aboliſhing of the legal covenant, with all its 
apputrenances, cf which circumciſion was a chick, as hath been 
proved, 

We ſay tht the excluſion of the ſeed , according to the flelb , 
upon the account of the excluſion of that covenant , excludes the 
ſeed according to the fleſh for eyer , becaule it can claime a ſtanding 
by no other right. | 

Itis alſo ſuggeſted, that the Scriptures alledged unto the poiat of 
the two covenants , and the two ſeeds in them reſpeRively priviled- 
ged , is not tobe underſtood of any others iniended by the ſeed of 
the free woman , then of. real or inviſible ſaiats gjand coor of the vi- 
fible ſubjeRts of the Goſpel Church. | 

To which we ſay , That if the Spirit of God hath made uſe of 
theſe diſcoyeries as a ſtandard and rule, to reforme and ys 
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viſible Churches nnto, both < JJ dofrige add praftiſe 2 and 
that alfo upon occafion of the corruptions , which by the impoſing 
of the legal covenant ard natural feed had invaded thern, as 15 moſt 
ey:ident to have been thecaſe, As 15. 5, -:-- 10. If no ſuch 
matter at all concerning inviſible faints, any otherwayes confidered 
then in viſible Churcheorder , b2 to be found in the ſcope and in- 
tention of the Apoſtle z which a!fo is evident 3 Then ler no perſon 
give up their reaſon and unde:[tinding to ſuch impertinent and in- 
coherent interpretations , againſt the plain drift of the Spitir of God, 
and the work of reformation therein purſued. And thus much of 
the Coyenant of Grace, before the coming of J:ſus Chrift in the 
fl:h : wherein we would not be uaderftood, in what hath been faid 
touching the abrogation of the legal coyenant , to teach the abro- 
gation of any moral DoRtine or Pcecepr. 

The laft adminiſtration of the coveaant of grace, uſnlly called 


the new covenant , is that which was eſtabliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt ac , T"e miniſtry 


his coming , Which was altogether of anocher nature to that which 
 wentbefore ir. This was not a covenant miaiſtcing or ſerving to 
any doQttine aboye or beyo1d it ſelf, as was the other, He$.10.1, 
But this was the myftzry of tre grace of God ir felt plijnly adminis 
fired : a myſtery hi from ages and generations ,- Golof. 1. 26. 
Epbeſ. 3, $8, 9+ It was under 2 yaile or behind a cuctain cill Chrift 
himſelf came co reveale it, and the whole ſcope of che doQrine prea- 
ched by Chrift and his Apoftie: , runs quite befide the precenred 
priveledg of the ſeed after the fl:h , and 15 placed upon-the feed xt 
ter the {piric, as being indeed the:true ſeed, who were really Face 
by Gol in che priviledg of the everlafting covenant rhroug their 
new-birth , and not otherwiſe, M::ik the prezching and prottife 
of Joby the Baptiſk, Muth. 3. 8,9, Bring forth $5erefore 
fruits meet for repentance , and think not to ſay within your 
ſelves, We have Abratamn to onr father. Oviteiye the datine 
of Chriſt , upon what foundation he builds che Goſpel-Chu'c) ,. 
Matth, 16,18. Upon the profefiioa of aQuzl faith in the Son 
of God. The birch-priviledg cannot be {quared by this rule, ro haye 
a place in this building. Again, 1ſaiab 54. 13. Propheſying of 
the Goſpel-Church , fayeth , And all thy ebildren ſhall be taught 
of Ged, is 2pplyed by Chrilt, Joba 6. 44, 45%, with this introe 
duftion, No man can come to we except the father which ſext 


me draw him, &c. There is ao coming uato Chrilt , nor lonſhip 
in 


riſt, 
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in the Church apoh TS. loager. Again, Luke 14. 
26. If avy man come to me, and bate not his father, &c. he can- 
wot be my diſciple ; hers is no roome for birth-priviledg to make 
diſciples to Chrift , or upoa that ticle-co come unto him. - Goſpel- 
priviledges are a part of the Goſpel-inheritance, and follow Goat. 
ſonſhip. If ſons, then heires , Gal. 4.7. Rom. $8.17, Now 
Goſpel-fons are no: bora ſuch , of the will of the fleſh , but of the 
will of God z Of hi own will begat be 1, James 1.18, And 
therefore the viſible profeſſion hereof mult be the common: principle 
to conſtitute viſible children of the Goſpel-covenant , under the ad- 
miniſtration of Jeſus Chriſt , by whom grace and truch was admi- | 
niftred , not fleſh and figures 

Thus much of the firſt terme , that came to hand in our opponents 
firſt propoſition [the Covenant of Graee,] The next expreſſion to 
b:= explained , is [Rands now in force.) It ſeemeth to. us an hard 
kinde of expreſſion, to ſay > Tha: the Covenant of Grace ftands 
wow in force : as if it were capable of being or not being in force, 
with reſpeR to ſeaſons 3 bur thus we underſtand our opponents””* 
meaning by this terme , that it fignifierh a perſon to be compriſed , | 
and ſtatcd in the covenant of grace by God. 

Another expreſſion craving explanation, is, [ thechildrea of be- 
leeyers under the Goſpel] which in our opponents intention, we take | 
not to be ſuch children as were begotten unto the faith by belcevers, 
and in that reſpeR came under that appellation, of which we read, 
x Core 4+ 15. 3 Epiſt. Joh. vere 4. But we underfiand it of the 
children b:gotten of the bodies of beleeyers z and in theſame ſence 
and no other, we our ſelves craye to be underſtood throughout this 
Reply, by the terms of carnal, or natural ſeed , ſeed after the fleſh, 
ſeed of the birth-priviledge z which caution we premiſe, that. theſe 
terms made uſe of by us be not applyed-to fignify ſome evil quali- 
fication. 

The ſecond propoſition needeth not to have any thing farther ſaid 
unto, it being dependant upon the firſt , and wult ſtand and fall 
with it, 

Theſe things premiſed, we return anſwer to theſe his two propo- 
ſitions, viz. ( 1 ) that the Coyenant of grace ftands now ia force 
to the children of beleeyers under the Goſpel. ( 2 ). That this is 2 
ſufficient ground by Gods appointment,. why children of beleevers 
ſhould be baptized. a 
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And firft, We ſay, If by this term [ the Covenant of Grace ] in 
his firſt propoſition » be meant the Covenant of Grace in our ficlt 
acceptation of ir z and by | the children of beleeyers under the Go- 
ſpel] be-meant their natural ſeed, as before explained ; Then wejdes 
ay che firſt Propoſition, becauſe the Covenant of erace in that ſence, 
is not in force to any, upon any other conſideration, then as they are 
3n Chriſt, Then alſo is the ſecond Propofition to be denyed , be- 
eanſe God hath made no ſuch appointment, that Baptiſm ſhould be 
adminifired ro perſons upon the ſingle ground of eleQon, 

If the Coyenant of grace be meant of the coyenant of grace mi- 
niſtcing, according to our ſecond acceptations then, if ic be alſo 
meant to be is force, &c. by vertue of ſome inſtitution , appoint» 
ed of God before the coming of Chriſtz we deny the ſecond propo- 
Gtion, thar that is any ſufficient ground by Gods appointment of 
Baptizing infants now z ſuch inſtiturions being yaniſhed wich che 0- 
ther ſhadows. 

If by the Covenant of Grace, be meant the Covenant of grace as 
it is ow miniſtred fince the coming of Chriſt , we alſo deny the 
ſame propoſition in this particular, that there can be found no ſuch 
appointment inftiruced by Chrift, or any of his Apoſtles, for the bap- 
tifing of the children of belcevers. 

Laſt of all, we ſay, That the Covenant of Grace is always in- 
force to the ele 'as ſuch, called or uncalled, infants or 2ged, itis 
alſo in force to all ſorts of perſons, as itis a doftrine by Gods ape 
pointment to be publiſhed, for the calling of finners to repentance : 
bur we utterly deny that there is any thing at all in force by the co- 
_ of grace, or by any appoin:ment of God, for the baptizing of 
infants, 

The ordinatice of Biptiſm, is a part of the inftitured worſhip of 
the Goſpel, and all the force and authority that ir hach upon che 
Conſcience in point of praRtiſe, is to be derived from che plain and 
expreſs law and word of God, by which it is made an Ordinance of 
the goſpel : and that iffpoiat of praAtife. muſt be the Rule nor to be 
fwerved from. God hath been very j::lous cf all his Ordinances, to: 
keep them exaQly ro his own mechods and manner, in the praRtiſe 

them 2 and the nature of man is yery preſumpruous to be interpo=- 
ing and medling. Let us not forget that of Heb. 8. 5. Exod.25. 
9,-- 40. Seethat thou make all things according to the pattern. 
ſheyed to theein the mount ; all inftitured worſhip, mult 7: a 
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formed to the heavenly pattern, 
But to follow our opponent in the proof of his propofitions. Thy 
& evid:ut ( faith he) from many Scriptreres in the New Tefta. 
went, and ſo gives you an inſtance inthat one, Mes 2. 39, and 
thea fairly leaves you ro make theapplication as you pleaſe, withour 
magaging his authority to prove any one point orterm, in cicher of 
his propoſitions, Bur the next work we find him upon, is an impere 
tinent, confuſed accuſation, that the eAxsb ajtifts ob{cure and dat- 
ken Scripture, and perſwade the world, that children baye no right 
ro the promilſexill they are aRtually called. Wherein we ſhall uſe ſome 
patience. :c bear his abuſes, and frothy craverſes, to give an anſwer 

as God ſhall inable. 

Our ſence of the Scripture alleadged is this $ That wer, 399 hath 
a neceflary and plain coherence, with werſes 37, 38. wherein we 
have an inquiry of the Jew wounded in conſcience for fin, and the A- 
poſtles full and comfortable reſolution of the caſegto this effeR , that 
God hath made his precious promiſe in Chriſt, to Jew and Gentile, 
of pardoning repenting ſinners, and of giving to them the holy ſpi- 
rits and that in this grace and promiſe , the Jew and his children 
had a precedency, and priority to all other people: and therefore 
they repeating and being baptiſed, ſhould receive the mercy premi» 
ſed. This reſolution of this Scripture , is not only pertinent to the 
caſe, but alſo very coberent with ir ſelf, and conſonant to other 
Scriptures. Ir was a pertinent point. for comfort to the Jew , that 
grace was tendred to all , that all ſcruple from perſonal incapacity, 
mighc be remoyed by ſuch rich mercy z and it was an additional 
comfort, that the tender of this grace was ſpecially reſerved , to be 
made to the Jew and his children, before any others ; as iselſewhere 
alſo declared, Row, 2.10. eAts 13. 26, 46. Burt withal it was 
proficable to inform the Jew ( who boaſted much of his birth-pri- 
viledg ) chat although he had a priority in the tender, yet as tothe 
grace it ſelf, he was bur in a parity and hkeneſs with all others z that 
a right frame cf ſpirit, might keep him from.being puffed up; under 
a miſtake of that whereia his Iatereſt lay: and this aiſo we have 
elſewhere frequently inſtanced, Gal. 3. 28. Row. 3. 291 30: Epb. 
4-5, 6, 7. And that therefore the fame common requiſite, of Faith 
and Repentance, in order to Baptiſm, muſt be found alike in all per- 
ſons, that would partake in the benefit of this grace indeed, _ Ar. 
» 16.15,16, He that beleeveth axd us baptiſed, (fc, As 
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DoRrine that Chriſt comanded to ' preached to eyery creature for 
falyation , and this is the order by which ic ſhould inure to every 
crexure, firlt thar they repent , and then that they be baptiſed. 
And let not your mindes be ſhifted afide from this truch, by a 
pretence that the Spirit of God , intheſe and tuchelike places of Scri- 
pure, is onely co be underſtood cf an iny.fible work cf grace, in 
the hearts of the ſaints , and not of the principle upon which the 
Goſpe!-Church was to have its conſtitution, { Of which you hay? 
forwerly in like cafe been warned,) {1.) Jeſas Chriſt came to 


oather the true ſeed into bis granary the Church , and not the chaff, Mar. 3.13, 


and his fanne , the Goſpel-adminiftration , was fitted as a fanne to 
doe the thing according to the doQtrine held forth z he cxm2 not to 
ſer up a Church after the Jewiſh principle, of a natural generation 

- of the ſons of men , but by ſpiritual regeneration to be maderhe 
Sons of Gcd , and therefore cells Peter , thar he will build his new 
Church upon the rock of perſonal profeſſion. And (2,) who ſhall 
preſume to lay a right in natural generation , as a principle to give an 
enter2nce into the viſibility of the Church, of which there 3s not one 
ticlce ro be found in all the New Teftament, from Chriſt or any A« 
poltle ? while in the mean time the Scriptures of the Prophets , and 
all the New Teſtzm:n:, dos everywhere abound wich evideaces 

that run upon a ſuppoſition of a real profeſſion of a work of grace, 
a5 the ſtate of the Coſpel-Church 2 and many paſſiges againſt the 
principle of a ſeed according to the fleſh, the principle of the bon» 
dage covenant, as hath been premilſcd. 

2. Whereas he chargeth us with perſwading the world to be» 
lieve that children have no right to the promiſe , tifl they are 
altnally called, -Ttis a very odious and falſe ſuggeſtion, theman 
was ill iaftruRted co publ.ſh at , this we ſay , thac a right to the pro- 
miſe, doth norconclude a right to bs baptiſed. We afficme that 
children have a right to the promiſe as well as che aged z but ro haye 
a night to be baptiſed , is nor given to old or young till the rule of 
the word br complied wich according to which baptiſme is ro be 
adminiftred. As for his diſcovery of our miſtake which he thus re- 


R.fieth . 

| | Accaſcr. | 

[Call] bath no relation to children, but tro them chat are afar 
ct C1,) Becauſe the children are joyned with their parents in the 
promiſe , which iz an iatire propoſition ia the Text. 


D Anſwtr » 


Mar.16, 1%. 


(18) 
Anſwer. 

We ſay, that his affimation, and his reaſon , are of the like 
worth,both made up of a m2er rrinkling about words ; his reaſon. 
ſuppoſerh, that in a continued Giſ:ourſe, a word in oge propoſition 
can have no relation to words without the ſame $ which is ſenfſleſs ; 
or that there may not be more then one logical propofitian , inthe 
ſame coherence of matter; which is alſo xs vain as the o:her, 

We have not yer ended with this Scripture, As 2,39, We 
lay our claime co it, as eminently juſtifying our preRiſe of bap- 
tilme; and that ir ſpeakes no! in fayour of our oppoſites at ally al- 
though alledged as a chief eyidence againſt us , The promiſe & to 
Jou , and to your children, therefore repent , and be baptiſed. 
This is part of the Apoſtles argument to the Jew , which plainly in- 


- fers this, 


That the reaſon upon which the ticle of the Jew , and their child- 
ren tothe promiſe was to inure , was repentan**, and bap:iſme - 
thereupon , otherwiſe there lay no force at all in the Apoftles argu- 
ment , if the promiſe would inure, where there was not found, in 
the perſon the preſcribed qualification of repentance , antecedent to 
baptiſme. 

If the children ſhould be admitted to baptiſme before repentance , 
then the promiſe carries more to the children, then it would afford 
to the parents , although the parents title to the promiſe, be reckon» 
ed artccedent to the childs, and the childs title, through the 

arent, 

If [call] in thecloſe of the 39. verl. is to be refirained tg them 
afaroff, and to have no relation to children, as is alledged, what .a 
diſproportion would it haye produced in the converts to the Church, 
that the Gentiles, and their children , being compriſed uacer 
[chem afar off ] mult firſt be called, and then baptiſed ; bur on the 
par: of the Jewes , the eff:Quall calling of the parents , and their 
baptiſm, ſufficed to juſtifie the baptiſme of the children withour 
callings 

Our Accuſer proceeds with a long train of arguments: we ca8+ 
hot pick our the coherence they have , with what had been before al- 
ledged : we ſhall therefore take them in their courle, (as the Lord 
ſhall give aſſiſtance ) and make our anſwers to them ſeverally , withe 
out taking adyantage from their inconſequential application » either 
to his propoſitions or slledged Texte 
k F p 


_ 
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| (19) 
Acouſer. 

If childcen ſhould be excluded from the promiſe , this could not 
have comforted the parents , but have ſadred them, that ckeir chile 
dr:n ſhould Le tte ſame with heathens, bur here the ſcope of the 
Tex: is urged by the Apoſtle for confolations | 

Anſwer, 

This Argumeat ſuppoſech our denyal of the promiſe to the chil» 
dren wherein the man runs afcer his own miſtakes: denyal of bap* 
tiſme, is no excluſion from the promiſe. As to the odious compari» 
ſon , of children of believers, to heathens (falſly charged on us) we 
rej, Heachens differ 3s much from the children of believers in our 
account , 25 open Apottares doe from hopeful expeRants of the 
Church, As to che point of conſolation, our deoyal of the bapriſme 
of infancs , withdraweth from the parent no real ground of confoe 
lation, founded in the covenant of grace, and applyed by the A- 
poltle in this Scripture g bur we fay that che application thereof to 
particular pzrſoas, if i: b2not according to Scrip-urce ule, will proye 
a 2roundlels fition , and no conſolation. And as to the infants of 
believers,we farther ſay , that beſides our aſſurance, that the grace 
ofeleQion , becaule it is beſtowed withour reſpeRt of perſons, doth 
reach infants as well as others, and iz's likely more frequeacly che 
infants of the godly then others. That the infants of believers haye 
aiſo a nearaeſs nor only to the promiſe, but alfo to the fruirion of the 
grace promiſed , by reaſon of many high advantages , which o:hers 
enjoy not, and among the reſt, that the godly to whom chey ſtand 
related and are commirted , have promiſes of beicg teard of God ia 
their faithful prayers, eveo to the pardon of (in, Job 1.5. Jam's 
5.15,16. 1 Foby 5.16. And that therefore there is greac 
greund given to ſuch parents of an holy hope , that God doth hear 
tacir prayers for the ſalyation of their infants , ſeeing they are not 
under that (12 unto death , that is not to be prayed for, And 
we could neyer fizde our ſobereſt oppoſites, to aſcribe a greater 
ground for a belicyer to conclude the falvacion of his infant if he died 
af.er he was bapuiſed ,: then if he did before. Brſides which great 
advantages , there bring alſo reſerved to the childrea , the ſame 
tenders cf grace , for their tull invelture iato rhe real fruition of che 
promiſes, we remain ye. to bz informed what diſcouragemenc was 
put upon che parent , labauciog uader the fence of guilt , to receive 


a deRtrine thus tentlered z bringing D ich jr the ſame MR 28 a 
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(20) 
like termes , to be beffowed upon his poſterity , together with theſe 
high advantages premiſed. 

We allo ſay , Whatever becefic may be juſtly ſaid to accrue to 
the infant by virtue of the promiſe through che bap:iſms of the pa- 
reat , all chart would be more effeRually and certainly made out to 
the comfort of them both, by baptiſme upon faith , then can be by 
bapriſne in infancie ; by how much baptiſme upon f:ich, more 
certainly declares the parent by whom the benchit doth accrue, to 
be really in the covenant, then baptiſme in infancie can be faid to 


doc. 
Accnſer. 

Arg.3.1If ſogthes this could not encourage the Parents toſubmit to 
Chrilt uader this adminiſtration ; but would have hindred them, that 
their children (ſhould be excluded frem che Promiſe , who Rood in it 
two thouſand yeers before, under the other adminiſtration. 

Anſwer. 

This Argument runs upon the ſum: ſuppefition with the fo:mer, 
( whither we refer the Reader for an Anſwerin part ) only there ie 
pretended to faddening, here to diſcouragement : herealſowe haye 
the old common miflake,that an incapacity to Bzptifm.cxcludes f,om 
the Promiſe, But to paſs by theſe faul's. we come to what may be 
furcher found a colour for an Obj:Rior, 7 

Objeft, Infants ſtood vifible members of the Church for two 
thouſand yeers in the adminiftration 23 this adminiſtration excludes 
them. 

Avſw. They ſtood excluded altogether , as much above two 
thouſand yeers before Circumciſion, as they do now z fothat an 
Ocdinance for their Church-memberſhip , was not fo frcm the be- 

ginning g bur came ia by ſpecial inſtitution long ſince, 

2. The other adminiſtration in which they (tood, was eſtabliſhed 
with a feed to be propagated by natural generation, according to ex» 
preſs command, Gex,17.9. Thou ſhalt keep my covenant there- 
fere,thon and thy ſeed after thee in their generationsgebis is my 00- 
venant which ye ſhall keepy8c. Every man: child among you (pal 
be cirewmciſed. But where haye we command for the like in this 
adminifiration > That adminiſtration was a typical , temporary, 
bondage-covenant; axd in a figure it miniſtred unto the ends of che 
everlaſting covenant ; and therefore it ſufficed as unto that admini- 


| ration, if the people, the children of chat covenant, were mo | 


m——— 


(21 Og 
| ſeed of Abrabam, becauſe. by that ſhadowy covenant , young an 
old, good and bad were all alike Coyenanters, and all alike in a ca- 


pacity to be ſubjeCts of an adminiſtration , which was to ſerve uno. 


the example and ſhadow of heavenly things , till the ſeed ſhould 


come to whom the Promiſe was made, Gal.3,19, as hath been for-- 


merly proved, whereunto we refer the Reader, 

But the Goſpel-a&miniltration, that brings Chriſt, and all the my. 
ery of his grace, inthe tru:h and realicy, and not in the figure and 
example;is not receptive of children, as to che Principle upon which 
ir Rands , any;other way then upon ſome viſible demonſtration of 
Faith z whezeby Chriſt comes to be rectizved, who are therefore 
called the ſons of God, Job» 1,12,13, As many 4s recerved 
kimgio them gave be power, right or priviledg to become the [ons 
of Ged, to thens that belirur in his nawe, borne not of blood 8: 
Thus the Apolile , Gal. 4+ 28. calls the ſaints of the Churches of 
Galatia, children of the promiſe, in oppoſition tote ſeed accor= 
ding to thefleſh , verſ23, And their mother the free Goſpel-co» 
yenantyy. 26, And the ſame Apoſtle declarech, Roms. 9. 8. that tre- 


childrea of the promiſe are ccugred for che ſeed, in cppoſition to the _ 


ſeed according to the fl. ſh,y,7. Neicher , b:c:ule they are the ſeed 
of Abrabars, &c. Whzreunto m1ny other ſcriptures might be ad- 
ded. Yea, the whole ſtream of the New Teſtament , witnefſerh 
to a ſeed according tocalling , and (as to che principle of their ad- 
miſſion) all living ſtones, for the conſtitution of the Church of 
God , and not ene Word in fayour of a feed acc>rding to the fl:th, 
as to admiſſion into the Church z upon that principle of birth -pri- 
viledge. | 

3. Though the Goſpc|-Church may not be builc by ſuck a ſeednor 
can be receptive of it upon that account g yer would there ariſe no 
round of dif:our: gement or ladneſs to the Jew thereby z bis ſha« 
dowy glory was now to ceaſz, bu: real glory was fet up in the. 
place of it: and the ſame ſpecially prepared , ard held forth to him 
and his ſced , as amplic as ey:r , and by a better and more latting 
covenant » to be made good upon better promiſes. Bur this glory 
mult be received as it is tendered ; it is tendered to faith , and by 


faith alone can it be enjoyed and partakeg in , and profefſtoa the vie 


lible ticleticreunto, And againſt this change , the Jew had nothi 
to except , but his unbelieving miade which God determined ſhould 
break himoff, Rim, 11. 20, The change of the ac on 

” -54R rom; 
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—_ ( 
from the carnal ſzed to the ſeed by adoption , did nor at all abridge 


the intereſt of che Jew to the grace of Goll in Chriſt, or any priyi- 
ledges thereof , but unbelecf, 

We conſent thus far tothe truth of the objeRion , that it could 
Rot be avoided, but that the Goſp:l ſhould become a ſore offeace 
rorhie.caraal Jew, that could nor diſcerne the myftery which was 
beyond his typical ſtace 3 which exaited his nation ſo much above 
other people , and conſtqueatly his children of rhe fleſh , who were 
to ſucceed in the like pre=:minence: and all {{ is to ceaſe, and the 
Gentiles ro be admitted into the ſeme grace with the ſeed of Abra- 
ham ; was doubtleſs that ſtumbliag- bleck which cffended many of 
them , as the Lord had foretold by Iſaiah $. 14. applied by the 
Apclile, 1 Pet.2.5,-- 9, But what of all this? muſtthe myſtery 
of grace, for the gathering of the eleR ro Chriſt , be Rill cumbred 
and clouded wich che precenſions of a carnal ſeed , which could by 
no meanes be brought to the ſtandard of fo high a myſtery as Chrift 


was com to call men up unto {viz faith, repentance , laying down 


cflite and all for Chrift in or to che glory promiſed) rather thea che 

Jew muſt cake off:ace? we therefore deny that the argument from 

tzddening and offending the c1rnal Jewzis of any worth at all. 
Accnſer. 

Arg. 4, If ſo, then children would be ſuperflaous in the Text , 
2nd ſo the Spitic of God would be charged with tautologies , which 
would be blaſphemic co affirme. 

Anſwer. 

Ic feemes ſuperfluiry and taurologie mult all be one. But weſay 
that our deoyal of baptiſme to infants , doth not reader the declara- 
tion of the right of the children of the Jew , ia this Scripture ſuper- 
fluous', becauſe the childrea of the J2w may have many great rights 
10 the promiſe held forth, and yet chrough preſent perſonal incapa* 
city , may not have a right co be baptiſed. Baptiime is a part of 
inſticuced worſhip , ard muſt be adminiſtced juſt as the law of its 
infticution direReth, and not otherwayes 2 and it had well become 
our Accuſer to have found one little place » within ſome of his ar- 
euments , to haye convinced us of errour from a rule of the word, 
whereby this forme of infant-baptiſme came to be a Goſpel-ordi- 
nance ; of at leaſt ſome example of its praRiiſe in the manner he pre- 
tends unto, and to haye paſſed by theſe empty notions. 


Atens 
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(23) 
Acenſer. 

Arg. 5+ The tenſe is changed ; The promiſe is to you and your 
children, in the preſent tenſe ; bur when he ſpeakes of the call , he 
ſpeakes in the fucure tenſe , as many as God ſhall call , which muſt 
needs be zpplied to them afar off, and no: to children, 

Anſwer. | 

Muſt it needs be applied ro them afar off, and not to children? 
Then ic muſt needs be, that the Gentiles and their children muſt 
be all called before bapriſedyfor all cheſe are-meant by them afar off, 
being oppoſed in the Tex: to you and your children, that is, the 
Jew. So that infant-baptiſmz can have no place in the Gentile- 
Church by this iaterprecation , bur muſt remaine with the Jewes by 
virtue of the promiſe to them and their children before calliag, 

This abſurd diſproportion cannot be ſhifted afide by replying that 
[chem afar cff ] mutt be limited to the fi: ſt called Gentiles: becauſe 
then there could be no difference at all in the caſe, whether call be 
applied to the people of the preſent tenſe, the J2w aad his children, 
or to the people of the furure tenſe, them afar off , becauſe ir is con- 
ſented that che firſt Fathers of the Jewiſh people themſelves nrult bz 
called before baptiſed. Ry 

This trifling diſpute from the change of the tenſ: is very abſurd , 
as well as frothie , as ſuppoſing that the ſame qualificzcion of calling 
may not alſo be requiſite tothe preſent time , becauſe it is here ſec 
down ; 3s required 1a the furure not conſidering that calling mult 
reeds be found in the firſt Jewes th:mſclves, The like abſurdity 
is in his argument of che change of the tenſe, by his change of the 
ſubjeR, from promile to call;the promiſe is, the call ſhall be 3 whar 
all this to ground an argument upon ? 

Avccoſer. . 

Arg. 6, If their interpretation hold good , there would be a very 
great change in the extent of the Covenant , narrower under the 
Goſpel then ic was under the Law, and no notice ia all the book of 
God given of ſuch a change. 

; Anſwer, | 

Paſſing by the wnexpreſſ:d interpretation, we ſhall apply an 
anſwer to this argument , 46 it ſtands oppoſed to our praftiſe of 
baptiſme , as the Lord ſhall give ability, 

I. We ſay, That the Coycnant hath one and the ſame extent be- 
forey under, and fince the Laws conſidered Gogly in ic (elf : the Nw 

niftca* 
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MELEE (24 | 
iſtration is changeable, and was often changed ; yet whatever paſ. 
ſeth from the Believer to his Childe, by veriue of the intrinſecal Na« 
ture of the Covenant of Grace thar alfo-admits of no change ; but 
being ſo made out, we ſay, That all that will be more evidently and 
cleerly ratified, both to Parent and Childe, for the comfort of both, 
by Baptiſm after Faith, then by Bap.iſm in Infancy. 
2, Neither is the adminiſtration uader the Goſpel, narrower then 
thac under the Law , becaulc it admits not lafant-baptiſm. This 
adminiſtratioa under the Law , was circumſcribed to a little Land, 
and a ſmall People: the bounds of the other are Rretched from Sea 
to Sea , and from the Flood to the Worlds end, This was reftrain- 
ed cothe ſeed and family of Abraham ; the other extended to the 
ſeed and family of Chriſt, This had its exiſtence but ewo thou= 
{and yeers, upon an occafional temporary principle , the other is ſuit- 
ed to anſwer a principle exiſting from eyerliſting to everlaſting, This 
adminiſtration was the ſhadow, figure, and example z rhe orher the 
ſubſtance. This was the Handmnid ; the other the Miſtris, Andif 
the caſe be thus between theſe two adminiſtrations, will any preſume 
to crarg? the Goſpel-adminſtcation with more narrownels, then 
the Law ;, becauſe of the diſ-continuance of the Birth-Privi- 
ledoe? 

3- Althovgh the Grace of the Goſpel be ex:eaded far beyond the 
Grace under the Law; yer as to Pecſons, the Children of the Go- 
ipel are formed to foltrit and refiaed 3 qualification , thatin that 
reſpeR we allow the Law,a latitude beyond che Goſpel; bur yer with 
this mark, That that indulgence of the Law was one of the oreat 
imperfeRions, which the Goſpel came to reform, Mat. 3.10,11, 
12. And of this change the Bock of God doth give abuadant no- 
tice, although the Accuſzr be informed to the contrary , Gem. 21, 
10. Caſt out the boad-woman, and ber ſon, &c. Shortly after 
the iflitution of the Ordinance of Circumcifion, for the Priviledge 
of the Sced zccordirg toche fz(h , the Lord brings forth a Prophe- 
tical inflacce in the very Family of Abrabam , (the type of the true 
Cturch) wherein this great change of Church-Priyilzege was re- 
vealed to be tiken from the carnal Sced , thar it ſhould be giyen to 
che Seed according to Grace , undec the Goſpel»=adminittratione 
And to put that matter our of queſtion 9 We have the unyalling of 
this Pcophetical inſtance to the very ſame purpoſey in Gat, 4+ 30- ſo 
alſo, Iſa. 54. 1. Sing O barren. thou that brareſf not. Wharſhe 
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was, the-Apoſtle tells you, Gal.4.2 6,27. next conſider hes FR og 4 
ver ſs 5s. Thy Maker is. thy Hmmbavd , the Lord of hoſt is bis 
Name andithy Redeemmerthe holy One of 1ſracl : atverſar}. 
you baye.che refiged. qualification of her Childrea and People, And 
all thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord, Here you haye a 
Prophetical deſcription of the Geſpel-Church-ſtate, which the Peo» 
wg, a #:(hly cxtraQiog from me not Hotetnoge + . Cannot 
| compare. unto, it mult therefors necefiarily unde 

ood of wo Seed , eyen of a Seed begotten of Gol Nag of 
Word of Truth, James 1.18; the Goſpel-People. And this was 
a fair notice given of the change in queſtion, to wit, narrower, as to 
the qualifieatior of the Perſans , but more extended in Grace. To 
the like effcR is Iſa. 60. I. . Ariſe, and ſhine z, Kc. atwerſe 21. 
Thy people alſo ſhall be allrighteows. Another fair warging fax 
the fl:ſhly Sceds, is Iſa. 65.1 5» For the Lord God ſhalt pay thee, 
and cal bs people by anather name, What think you of this 
warning ? Hear the Prophet Jer. 31.31. The days come that 1 
will-pake anew covenam &c. verſe 34. They ſhall al know me 
from the leaf of them to the greatefs of them, Here is a plain 
notice of the change of the old adminiſtration, which gloried ig the 
Seed of Abrabam , after che fleſh, and as plainly foretelling the 
ceſſation of that propagation , to give place to the new admiaiftra» 
tion » and che true Seed of Abrahams , the Seed according to the 
Spirit and iadced thechange of che adminiſtration neceflarjly.re- 
moyes the fleſhly Seed, becauſe ic hath a ſtanding by no other right 
then what it had under that Covenant, We ſhall not make ufe of 
the New Teſtament to proſecute this point , iteverywhere abounds 
with evidence to.it. Eres: 

.' 4+ And. becauſe the Accuſer placerh the force of an Argument 

pon the ſuppoſition of not giving notice of the change of the prin* © 
ciple.of yikble admiſſion into the Church;we alſo ſhall take the ſame 
liberry of reaſoniag, and ſay, That ſeeing the common way of adr 
miſſhon to. baptiſm in the Primitive Church, was. after perſona] 
Profefhon of Faithz and alſo ſeeing che errgr of circumciling bay 
ard Niliples hadgererally overſpread. che Churches; aod wight 
de.interpreted very much in faycurof che fl:{hly ſeed, AF. 15, u 
is.very range, that norwich(iandiog the common practice of Ba- 
prilaa upon Profeflion , and notwichſtanding the ſeyere Confuration 


of this, and the like ecror , by Arguments plainly in diF-fayour -w 
E the * 
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the carnal Seed, as may appear Af4t.3,10,11,1 2, Row.4ut 3,1 4. 
Rew.9.7,8.Ga1.4.30, yet that in geither caſe,there ſhould be found 
anywhere in all che New Teſtament, a qualification for the ſayi 
of the right of Infants of Believers to Baptiſm, if it had been a right, 
eſpecially upon that pertinett occafion about circumciſion we there- 
fore conclude, that there was not ſuch right. | 
Accuſer. 

Arg. 7. If their interpretation be true , then the believing 
Fews , ſhould have leſs by their repentance, if their children 
ſhould be excluded from the Promiſe, as ſoon a« the Parents had 
repented. DEED | | 

Anſwer. 

x, Very true, and a greater loſs then that would befal che chil.. 
dren, if the Parents repentance ſhould exclude them from the Pco- 
miſe. © But where did the Accuſer learn that Interpretation and Opi» 
on? weutterly difown it , and do place itramong the other calum- 
nies unjuſtly thruſt upon the Profefſion of the Truth. wherein we 
ſtand. We ſay , That the Childrea have 2 tight in the Promiſe 
witch the Parent z and that the Parents Repentance and Baptiſt, 
brings great adyantages to the Childe : but we deny that a right co- 
the Promiſe infers a right to be baptized. The Scripture alledged, 
declares a right unto the Promiſe in theſe Jews , when they had.no 
right to be baptized z the right tobe baptized , ariſeth fromthe ine 
Rituted Rule preſcribed by God's word for the adminiſtration of Ba- 
ptiſm, and the Perſons conformity thereunto. Among all the Di» 
ſputes in this Queſtion , when ſhall we be preſſed with a rule pres. 

Eg , as a part ob ahe infticuced worſhip of the 
Goſpel-adminiſtration ? | 

2. We conſear, that in ſome ſenſe, 2 Jew converced ro the Goſpel 
ſhould have loſs, and particularly in thac point of ſealing his fleſhly 
Seed by an Ordinance, cogether with thefall of all the glory of their 
SanQuary, and pompous Priefthood, ſo much and ſo long the joy. 
- andboaſting of that Nation : which. the Spirit of God fore-faw 
and foretold, by 1/4. 8.14 and hence it come to paſs, that Chriſt: 
became ſo preat an Offence, and the Goſpel ſo ſore a Stone of lume 
bliog.and Rock of offencero them all 5 yea, even to many of them 
after they had ſubmitted to the Goſpel 8 yea , the Gentile Churches 
were ſcarce, if at all, preſerved from ftumbliog hereac wich the Jew. 
But all chis loſs well conſidered, would amount to no mere then what: 
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befalls a man, who from the Priviledges of a Servaiit , is iavelted iato 
the Priviledges of a Son. - And this was the very caſe, Gal:444+ 
God ſent forth bis Son, &c. Verſ. 5. To redeem them that were 
wnder the law , that we might receive the adoption of Sons. 
Verl.y Wherefore than art no more 4 ſervant,but a ſon. And the 
reaſon of this change, the Apoſtle plainly ſbeweth us, werſ. 2 FA He 
that was after the boud-woman, was boyn dfter the fleſh; but be 
of the free-wonoan, was by promiſe. There was an inflaite dif- 
ference in the propagation of the Seed of the former Church» 
Rate , and of the Seed of the Goſpel-Rate; no leſs then between 
Nature, and che Power of God, as was in the Types, 1hmacl and 
T[aae. - ; : RAS 
G Neither hath chis change brought any other loſs unto the child, 
but, I. The Intereſt which ic had inthe everlaſting Covenant, vader 
che former adminiſtration, ir till recains.” 2. The benefics and ads 
yantages which it had by the Parenc, are ſomuch bertered, by how 
much the ſpiritual ſtate of the Parent under the Goſpel, by Ba- 
ptilin afcer Faich » 18 better ratified then under the Law. 3. All e- 
ther and further benefics from the Covenant, are more freely and ful. 
ly tendered, and with many caforcing advancages, brought neer to be 
had and enjoyed, 4. Itisanadvantage , that as a token of the 
expiracion of the bondage Church-ftace, their ſigning upon the na» 
eural birth, is alſoat an ead ; and their ſcaling incoall cheſe Privie 
ledges , tranvferred to an Ordinance upon the yilible Title of their 
New-birth z wittiout which, no word of God can be fougd to raiſe 
chem inco the viſible Dignity and Prerogacive of the Sons and Heirs 
of Sarah,the Goſpel-Covenant or adminiſtrations And ic is cleer to 
us That ſuch a loſs as this , was not obſcurely pointed at, in 
the preaching of Chriſt, alhough we do not (train it here, Luke 
14.26. & loſs of natural and carnal Ordinances, to enjoy ſpi- 
mul. | 
4+ There is no colour of warrant from the Word of (God ; 
That Jeſus Chriſt , in the day of his appearing, did cfiabliſh a» 
. ay one Ordinance in the Church, which did import a Commu- 
nion in his Interceſſion , to be praRicable duely by a perſon in an u+ 
regenerate ſtate. 
Accuſer. 
Arg. Then they could bave no hope of their ehildrew., for hope 
without « promiſe, is preſumption. Y 4 » SY 
} 2 


(18) | 
4 Anſwer. 

*x If the hope oftheParent for his child's ſalvation be groundeupch 
the'adminiftration of an Ordinance in Infancy, then neither had the 
Patriarks for above two thouſand yeets hope of their childrenewhith 
we finde falſe by Noab's Propheſic, Gen.29.26,27., Ly 

2. We demand what hopes the Accufer incenderh?? and by what 
Scriptures the ſame are annexed to the adminiltracion of an Ordinance 
in Infancy ? | *ele--4 

3» VVc juftifie an holy hope in Believers ,” in behalf of their 
own z Which is grounded upon plain Scriptures, without Infanc- 
Baptiſm. 

4 VVe fay, Thet this Argumenc ſceemeth to carry in it rhis con» 
cluſion,Thac Chriſtian People, by Infants Baptiſm, are by Scripture- 
grounds affured , according to Goſpel-hope , of the Salvation of 
their Children 2 there wants a proof for it yz ,and we ſuppoſe , it'is 
not received as a Truth. by many that oppoſe us in'this Point, ' 

5. His Argument ſuppoſeth , That co be withour Infants Ba- 
ptiſm, will infer a being without the Promiſe .z but*thir hath bees 
often diſclaimed. Accuſer. | " 

Arg.9. If children ſhould be excluded from the Promiſe, ty 
any man bieathing ſh:w me what priviltdge the Children of 
repenting Parents have above others? Now it us cleey. the A- 
poſtle adds children id the Text, to ſhew that they bad ſome ſpe- 
cial priviledge above thoſe that were uncalled, 

Anſwer. PRs 

I. The ſuppoſition of this Argument is , That the denial bf Bi- 
ptiſm to the Infants of repenting Parents , deprives thenn. of. all Pri- 
viledges above the Infants of Perſons uncalled : bur this ſugpeftion 
hath becn formerly replied unto , in our Anſwer to the Accifer's ſee 
cond Argument g where alſo , many high Priviledges of the Infants 
of the Godly, are expreſly mentioned. 

2.The Accuſer doth not ſhew us how the Apoſtles words,[ the pro 
wiſe tt to yow and to your children | beingmade uſe of 'to win at 
unwilling People to the Faich,do proye the Baptiſm of the Infants of 
thoſe that are aQually in the Faith , ſeeing it will not be granted, 
that a right to the Promiſe, and a right to be baptized, are converti= 
ble terms. \ | 

3. VVe have already ſet dowh many Priviledges of the Tafancs 
of believers , aboye others 3 although we admir thent tiotto bap- 

o 
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+:6ne-;- 6r vifble-Church+ memberſhip. If we detraft from. them 
any ſpicitual participation inthe grace of the covenant , we'belicye 
.awehad not been ſolopg - lefr underia. general charge, withouc ſome 
;parricular allegarion 5paioft us, 'Burt we are-well affured, chac go 
ſuchthivg/in-p21ticular; car be juſtly found -againft us. _' Belides,we 
[know that our oppofizes among themſelves -ate ſo puzled abour the 
. finding out moore priviledges to the infants of believers, then we al» 
low'{ fave inthe fngle point of admiſfion to baptiſme) that alchough 
-there have been ſefficieat demands of ic , we doe not know that the 
fame hath hitherto been done 3 and yer fill the cry is up in general 
-words, fcr the priyiledges of the infaacs of believers, as if we des 
.nyed their-poſſivilicy of falyation, | 
wOs Aceuſe Fo | 

.£Arg. 10. Thea how could the bleffing of Abrabaw come to 
. the Geaciſes , accorging to Gal. 3.14. which bleffing of Abrabaw 
-Was » {1 will be a God rcothee arid to thy feed, Gen. 17.7. © 
Þ | | Anſwer. Rh 
| To The ſuppoſition of this argument being not expreſt,we take to 
be ehis : It che infanrs_of believing Gentiles be not to be baptiſed , 
. thea_could:not the bleffing/ of 4brabam,: mentioned Gal. 3. 14: 
- come tothe Gentilesz] am» a' God ro thee and to thy ſeed, &c, To 
- this argumear we reply 2 | : 

"Two: places we have in this rhird to the Galatians, in which the 
/blefling of God ro Abrabam is intimated. (1.) Inthe cloſe of 
verſf. 8. In thee ſhall all Nations be bleſſed. (2,) Andacy. 16. 


To Abrabam and to bis feed wire the promiſes made, ' Asto 


the firft place, verſ; 8, iris taken our-of Gen. £243, ' And becauſe 
- there is a necefſary coverence of this authority wich vet. 7. for the: 


_ prodfot whar ishere Whrihed,-viz. That rbey which are of faith, 


ithe ſame are the childrenof Abrithaw 32nd berauſerhe ſane pro- 
- pofition-is alſo 'xffirindd:/by- this Apofile , ' Rom. 4:1 1, That be- 
.wogbr.bethe farber vf all bem that believe , and at ye. 162.0 
: the ſame effect , '99ho 5 6b# farber of a-afl: And is alſocontic-: 
med at yerſ. 17. by a place alledged outof Gen; 17. 5. 1bave 
"mude thee a father of - many-nations ; We therctore fay , That 
theſe rwo places, Gey. 12. 3,and "Gen. 17. 5- have nn agreemenc 
between chemſelyes ,: becauſe 'they' both agree in che. prot of che- 
.dame'polition; wiz, that they which are of the faith; are the children 


"of Abrabam, - Bur akhough this -blefling of Abrabaws. to come on 
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the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt 5 is expreſſed, Gal. 3+ 14+ by a 
continued and neceflary coherence of the marter there treated of, 
fallechin with that which weat before , quite againſt the tidle of the 
birth-priviledg, eſtabliſhed by. che law , and giveth it to believers 
the only-ſons of Abraham in the Goſpel-day , verſ. 7, They which 
are of faith , the ſame are the children of Abraham. This bold 
oppoſite hath pleaſed to lay afide that bleſſing , and to call upan 
another Scripture managed by the Apoſtle in another argument, 

and to annex it with this yerſ, 14. to ſerye his.turne, but with as 

lictle advantage as if he had layed where he. was. Jn theinterim, 

we deny that there is any colour of truth in this allegation , that the 

denyal of infants-baptiſme bars the blefſiag of Abraham from the 

Gentiles , or can be juſtly ſuppoſed foto doe, 

2, But admitting bis applicationy of verſ. 16. drawa from Ges, 
17.7+1 will be a God tothee , aud thy ſeed after thee, to be 
pertinent; Yet it makes not a jot to his purpoſe, to wit, that be- 
cauſe the carnal-ſced of Abrabam had a day , wherein as the gatu- 
ral-ſons of eAbrahans they were priviledged under cireumciliongthat 
cherefore the carnal»ſced of every believer ſhould in the Goſpehday, 
be admitted into the viſible priviledges of ſons and heirs of Chritt. 
It is a very froward ſuppoſition , that the proportion between A» 
brabam in the ficſh and his carnall ſeed, in the time when circumci- 
ſion was in date, ſhould be the ſame to Hbrabem inthe ſpiric, 
(who is Chrift) and the carnal feed ofevery believer in that ſeaſon 
when circumciſion is out of date, | 

3. What is this ſced of «Abraham to whom God doth here 
promiſe to be a God ? or what hath blinded the man, that hath 
confidered the 16 vetſs and cannot ſee what interpretation the ſpi- 
rit makes of his own words in Gen,17.7.He ſayeth net fnto ſeeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy ſeedy which 4 Chriſt? 
Nox the natural children of all believers, unleſs men will curne Qua- 
kers , and fay that Chriſt is given with every-aaural' procreation. 
For Chriſt,eyen that ONE is that ſeed, ro whom or in whom the 
promiſe is made ) Gen, I7. To e ; : | 

Objeft, But this muſt be Chriſt myſtical, and that will ſerye'to 
take in the aacucal ſeed of believers. + | ve | 

Anſwer. No , itis not Chriſt myſtical r at yerſ 17. the coye- 
name is confirmed of God in this Chriſt, che Chrift who is given for 
a covenant of the people, Although by adoption believers m——_— 


5 ai  . hat, Rag” 
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heires with Chrift , yet arethey got (and much lefs are-their patural 
ſed) joynt-mediators with him inthe covenant; That -Chrift was 
the ſole Mediater in the eyerlaſting covenant , confirmed to dbra» 
ham by the covenant of circumcifion z that the promiſe by faith of 
Teſus Chriſt might be given rothem that believe, is the plain nſe 2nd 
improvement of this Scriprure ip this place, But whar if Chriſt my- 
flical be alſo taken in to helpe the matter ? when will it be proved. 
that God hath made the birth» priniecdg way under the Goſpel-ad- 
miniſtration, to be ingrafied inco Chriſt myſtical 2 
4- Take this diftinion concerning the blefng of Abrabaw. 
| I. The bleſſing of Abrabam inthe letter and according to the 


Law. 
2. Thebleſſing of Abraham ia the myſtery and according to. 
- the Goſpel. 

1. According to the letter, Abrabam.obtained the bleffiags and 
ptivitedges of the whole inherirance,which came by the Law to be 
the peculiar inheritance of himſelf , his flcſhly-ſceed and family, ro- 
gether - with all the figgular advantages which thereby were mini« 
ttred among them for the calling and gathering of a ſeed ro Chriſt, 
in.an everlaſting coyenant , whereunto that covenant in which they: 
ſtood under circumcifion , with the prerogatives of the inheritance 
thereof, did miniſter, as an example, figure and ſhadow, The ſum 
of the covenant of circumciſion , ſee Gen, 17- 10. This is moy co- 
venant which ye ſhall keep between me and you , and thy ſeed 
after thee + every man-childe among you ſhall be circumaiſed, 
unto verſ. 15. That circumcifion was of the ſame nature with the 
Law , fee Lew. 12. 2,3. Jobn7.23, That the Law wasa co= 
yenant miniſtring as an example , figure and ſhadow of heayenly-. 
things, to wit, of thie ſanRtuary ang of the true Tabernacle whereof 
Chiiſt alone was the high-prieft and miniſter, See Heb. 8, 1, 2,. 
5. Chap. 9. verſ. 1. and 9, Chap, 10 yerſ. 3, That the coye- 
nant of circumciſion fell with the Lzw, fee Atts 15. 24. Subvey- 
ting your ſoules, ſaying , ye muſt be circumciſed, and keep the- 
Law, Col. 2.14. Inthis ſence,che blefſiug of Abraham was not. 
to come to the Gentiles , neicher conſequently the birth-priviledg , 
which had its inftitution from that ceycnanc only., and was a prige- 
cpal part of the bleſſing thereby given. 

' 2. The blefſing of Abraham in the myſtery and according to the. 
Goſpel, iv the manikſation of Jeſus Chriſt , with all the bleſſings and 
| pri-: 
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priviledges of che eyerlafting covenantto be the peculiar priviledge; 
iahericance & right of every believer, who therefore are calledthe 
children of Fbrabay , that the rype ard the ſubſtance having a.mu-' 
wal and reſpeRive application each to other , the minde of God 
mighr be clearly ſeen in chem bothyfor.the diſtinguiſhing of ſhadows 
and figures, which were tobe done away , from the ſubſtance that 
was not capable otany change 2 which we are manifeſtly inflruded 
in by the Apcſile , Gal. 3. 26. Te are all the childrew of God by 
fanth in Chrift, ] 
how the Apolile reſolves the point ia queltiongat verſ. 29, edAnudif 
ye be Chrift then are ye eAbrabams ſeed, and beires accoding 
ro the prom:ſe, Not, if ye bothe feed of. believers, . then are ye 
Abrahams ſeed, as the Accoſer would infiguateto the Reader by 
bis half-faced argument. And this is the blefsing of - Abrabaw , 
which was to. come to the Gentiles , even this, that Chriſt with all 
his benefits ſhould be given to the belieyizg Gentiles for a coyenahr. 

Accnſer. Wl GT 
Arg. 1 1, Then hoiy can believers be heires according to the pro- 
miſe , Gal. 3+ 29. if their childrea ſhould be excluded from the 


promiſe ? for the childrens right to the premiſe is #'parr of the fa« 


chers iaheritance (for) the promiſe is co thee and thy ſeed. 
ET Anſwer, EL On & 
IT. We ſhall not be perſwaded to entertain.that poſition, that the 
children of believers are excluded from the promiſe. We ſay,that as 
the denyal of infagt-baptifmes imports no excluſion from-the pro» 


miſe , ſo neither doth every right tothe promiſe inſtate 8 perſgn into, 


the inheritance, 


The Jew had a right to the promiſe uncalled. (1.) As God - 


had his remnant among them according to eleRtion. (2+) He had 
2 right to the promiſe,"s God gave hima priority and. precedencle in 


the tenders of the promiſe , above aad before all other people» (3.). 


Thty had a right to the promiſe, as they were loſt finners whom 
Chriſt came to ſteke and ſave, Bur in neither of theſe reſpefts was 
the Jew aa heire in the promiſe t ſuch an intereſt and right to the 


promiſe, declares the perſon to be made a ſon by adoption z and if. 


ſons, then heires of God through Chiiſt 4 Gal, 4.7. 3 priyiledge 
which no title of the natural facher can. prefer a creature uſto.M 
the Goſpel-adminiſtration, 


2, The Scripture made uſe of for fiat. baptifme in this LOR 
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is this , If yo be Chriſt's, theu are ye Abram's ſeed, ani beiry, 
eccording to the promiſe + and the application of this Autkorty, 
is made by way of quetion : Hf Infants of believers baquainy 6 
baptized, then bow can believers be beirs ? And hath the per- 
ſon this Scriprure in his eye, ard yer pretends himſelf unprovided 
of an anſwer ? How plainly doth chis Scriptare lay the Title of the 
Heir upon this conditional qualification, of being Chriſts? He that 
s Chriſts, is 20 heir by this Text, be his Children neyer fo great ali- 
eas and ſtangers. 59] 
3, Butfaith he, The cbildrexs right to the promiſe, is part of 
the fathers inheritauze : for the promiſe is tothee, and to 
feed. His meaning ſeemerh to be this : If the Father be Chriſt's, 
and ſo cometh to be an Heir , then the promiſe carrieth the ſame 
Ticle co the Inhericance, down to the children : which is all one, as 
if he had ſaid, That if the Father be a Son of Abrabars, (which 
in ar is a belieyer) thea the childe muſt be a Son of 
Abrabam, and a believer alſog- even by his Buth-Priyiledge, and 
not by Faith : direQly confronting many Scriptures , which re- 
Reain the bleſſing of Sonſhip ro Abraham, and the Inheritance 
in all manger of perſons to Faich ia Chriſt, Gal. 3.9, They 
which are of faith, are bleſſed with faithful Abraham «+ not, 
they which are che Children of Believerss And in the Text al- 
ledged, If ye be Chriſt, then are ye eAbrabams : not, if yebe 
children of believers. i 

4- As tothe interpretation of that paſſage, taken from verſ.16. 
The promiſe is to Abrabam, and to his ſeed ; befides what hath 
been ſaid in anſwer tothe renth Argumear, we fay, that the appli- 
cation of this Scripture muſt be made between eompetent perfons, 
and under their proper qualifications and reſpeRts , reſpeRiyely con- 
fidered. The promiſe was made to HAbrahaw , 232 common An- 
ceſtar ; and he had a noble {ced, to whoin che bleſſing, as an Tahe- 
ritance Cid inure ; bur under this qualification, as they-were his 02> 
tal ſeed, priviledged underthe typical admimftrat:on 2 by which 
this Prerogative was foſerled, Now. to improve this Scripture d- 
right, the heavenly myſtery vailed is this diſpenſation , muſt be 
ſought our 2 and firſt we muſt finde the common Anceſtor , anJhim 
the Apoſtle diſcovers to us to be Chrilt s if. Chriff% , then Abre- 
bam's ſeed, verſ.2g9, Sothen, akhough Abraham food x Father 
of many Nations, under the Lay, yet _ is the onely Father, the 

ever- 
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everlaſting Father under the Goff dminiftration 2 2nd this Ance- 
ſtor hath alſo his Seed more nobly deſcended , then the Seed of 4- 
brabam : they are allthe Sons of God by faith in Chriſt, ver(.26, 
Yea, it is impoſſible, that by any other qualification, men can come 
to be the Sons of this Anceſtor, then by being made one with him in 
the participation of the eyerlaſting Grace of the unchangeable Co» 
venant. Now then, it is an incompetent application of perſons , to 
compare eyery particular believer and his children to Abrabam, the 
coinmen Anceſtor of a whole adrhiniſtration , and the Seed privi- 
ledged thereby 2. and no lefs incompetent , is the application of the 
qualification requiſite in perſons to be acconnted heirs , that becauſe 
it ſufficed co Abrabam's heirs , that they were the ſons of his natu-« 
Tal Generation , avd thereby made capable of an Juherirance in the 
figure, and in the letter ; that therefore it ſufficeth, by being the child 
according to natural generation of any believer , robe upon that ac- 
count 3n heir of God, and joynt-heir with Chrift , in the very ſub- 
ſtance and myſtery , which the former adminiſtration cid prefigure, 
We therefore (hall deny the Argument raked up ont of theſe rwo 
abuſed Scriptures : and we ſay, Thatit is an abſurd , as wellasa 
preſumptuous reaſoning from the promiſe to Abraham,and his ſeed , 
to infer or ſuppoſe, that the Tafants of believers are joynt-heirs 
with Chriſt and their godly Parents , under the adminiſtration of 
Grace, becauſe of the Birth: Piiviledge given to Abraham, and his 
Seed by the Law. | 
Accuſer, : 
Arg.12. Laſtly, If children be excluded from the promiſe, it 
ſeems the Apoſtle went about rather to deceive bis bearcrs, then 
10 inferm them : it's very unlikely, the Apoſtle would wſe the 
ſame dialelt of the Covenant , that was formerly wſed to Abra- 
ham, (1 am thy Ged, and the God of thy ſeed : the promiſe to 
Jeu ard your children) if it had been bis minde that children 
ſhonld be excluded, { wiſhthat men would with nnbyaſſed bearts 
weigh theſe things ,, and you ſha ſee , that the. children of be: 
lievers are in the promiſe, 
Anſwer. | 
t. We ſay, That the Apoſtle in plain terms tells them, That the 
promiſe is to you, and to.your children : and inthe fireagih of that 
gracious promiſe, pecſhades theaa to Repeatanceand Bapiſm? ir 


OS 


(35) 
what if Children be not excluded from the promiſe ? where comes 
in Infanc-Baptiſm upon that account Þ and this ſhould have been the 


very firlt thing , if he had intended ingeauoufly to have proceeded ; . 


and there was a fair occaſion for it in the firſt Propoſition , Thae the 
Covenant of Grace Rands now in force to the children of Belieyers- 
under the Goſpel. But in ſtead of a fair proof, as well there , as 
all along, we have a parcel of doubtful and equiyocal terms , made 
uſe of, without any diſcovery in what ſenſe they are applied: of 
which artifice , we have frequent experience. And we have ſome 
grounds to judge, by the management of what hath paſſed , That 
the Opponent durft nor open thac door, leſt the light thereby entring, 
would have manifeſted theſe , and thelike inconſequential and con- 
fuſed reaſonings z and that therefore it was thought belt, (ilently ro 
truſt the credit of that Point, with the good diſpoſition of the 
credulous Reader, having to deal wich us, whom in a jzer he fcorns, 
with the Title of 4 learned company, meaning 4 company of filly 
«lows, | | | 
f 2+ What an odious and audacious inference, he here impoſeth 
upon the Spirit of God , That if 1nfant-baptiſm may not be con- 
cluded from the words alledged , The promiſe is to you, andto 
your children ; then the Apeſiles uſe of thens is in a degeit » we 
have already made known, That the uſe made of theſe words , was 
ro induce poor grieved ſinners to Repentance , as containing a Do» 
Arine full of comfort for ſuch, that repenting, and being baptized, 
they and theirs, in all generations , had Promiſes of Chriſt , and all 
his beacfics. And whatis the deceit herein? Indeed , to promiſe 
an Inhericance in Chriſt co poor Creatures ; and to afhx a Seal of 
God-to that Promiſe, without any colour of authority by any 
Ruke of the Word, may perhaps be in time charged as a noto- 
_ deccit : the 'good Lord draw all his fairhful Seryants out 
of ir, 

3- That the Apoſtle uſeth the like ( DialeR, as he pleaſeth to ſer 
it out) phraſ? of ſpeech to theſe Infants , that God was pleaſed ro 
uſe to Abrabam at the confirmation of the Covenant, | viz, 1 am 
thy God. and the God of thy ſeed ; the promiſe is to you and to your 
children ]isno help to Infanc-bapriſm ar all : foraſmuch as the al- 
legation of the Apoſtle , is to perſwade the People to Repentance 
and Baptiſm , withous which, the Promiſe contributed nothing ar 
all cojuſtifie a perſons Ba priſm. 
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+" $- Theſe words ſpoke by God ro Abraham, [1 an: thy God, 
&c.] did Prophetically and mainly refer to Chrift,and Goſpel-times, 
to haye their accompliſhment for the gachering in of the Seed of God 
ro Chriſt, ſcattered abroad amongft the Jews and Gentiles z eſpeci- 
cally, and firſt of the Jews g ic was therefore neceſſary, tha the Ar- 
gument of the Apoſile (hould be formed to the likeneſs of the autho- 
rity from whence it is drawn ; bur ſtill che inteprecation ſuired to the | 
minde of the Spirit, to wit, the gathering of a ſpiritual, not a carnal 
Seed to Abrabary, that is, Chriſt. 
Accuſer. 
Further , Tobſerve , that the promiſe tu tobe conſidered two 
ways: I. Arit is invifibly made , ſo it is alone tothe celeb, 
3. As it is viſibly made, ſo it i. with viſible profeſſors and their 


 ebildren: whoever is mm covenant in the firſt ſenſe , can never 


fall away; but many may be in covenant in the later ſenſe , who 
muy afterwards degenerate and fall away. Here let the imper- 
tial Reader take notice, that the Covenant, as it © v1fibly exhi- 
beted: is the ground for baptiſm , ſ+cing the ſmbjefts of the Co- 
venant internally are known to Ged alone. This drftinltion of 
the Covenant ts clear, from Rom. 9. 4+ where the Apoft: ſaith, 

The Covenant pertains tothews s and yet the Apoſtle was in great 
heavine(s for them, werſ.2. It's clear from AR. 3. 25. where 
the Jews are called the children of the Covenant , and yet but 
few of them internally in the Covenant, It's olear; from John , 
1.11. where they are called God's own : which could not be by 
Creation; for ſo, all are his own : netther could it be by ſpecial 
Grace, For. ſaith the Text they rejefed Chriſt : then it mus 
needs follow, that there was a viſible Churcb-Covenant, or Co- 
venant of Grace, viſibly exhibited, that gave them aclaimto 
G 


Anſwer. 

| Hecalls upon the impartial Reader to take notice, geo. ſoalſo do 
we; and ſhall rake it for the point in iffue between us and our Op= 
ponent, 2i2,, whether the viſible exhibition of the Covenant , the 
ground of Baptiſm , will juſtifie the baptizing of Infants, or the ba- 
ptiſm of Believers : and let the Reader confider the evidence , and 
paſs a righteous ſentence. The yible exhibition of the Covenant, 
not that which the fancy and-pleaſure of men callerh fo, butitis 
the yidible way of worſhip, which Randerh and mult Rand by _ 

0 by 
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(37) CLIO 
infticurion and appointment of God hindſelf, under known or- 
dinances,and laws revealed inthe word of Ged: « defcripei- 
on whereof we have Ez:h, 43. 11,12, Shew them the form of 
the houſe, and the faſhion thereof, and the gaings out thereof, ant the 
comings in thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the Ordinances 
thereof , and all the forms thereof , and all the Laws thereof, and 
write theme it therr 6ght, that they may keep the whole form thereof, 


and all the Ordinances thereof, and doe thems : this is the Law of the - 


bouſe. upon the tap of the mountain, the whole limit thereof round a» 
bowt ſhall be moſt holy ; behold, this is the Law of the houſe, 

Here we have acompleat deſcription of a viſible exhibition 
of the covenant, where we may (ce the Lords exaQtneſs eo vive 
his people an unqueſtionable plain writren rule, for all vitible 
worſhip, with this caution, that the whole limit thereof romnd a> 


boxt ſhall be maſt boy z nothing to be taken frea ir, or added ro 


it, © So did hear firſt by Moſes, Execd. 25.9, --/40, Now we 
fay, it ſuch exataeſs were to be keptian che fignte,and a ſureble 
fachfulneſs wasfound inthe ſervant, what exaAneſs may we ex- 
peR from Chriſt the Lord! ſee Heb, 3. 5, 6. Moſes verily was 
faichful in all his heufe as a ſervant, fora TEST S MONT of 
thoſe things that were to be (poken afrer; but Chriſt as a Son 
over bis own houſe, which houſe we are, And char Chritt was 
not wanting to us in this matter, fee Mat, 28. 1 9,20, bnt the 
” adminiſtration of baptiſm is a very main qrdinance of the infſti- 
tnced worſhip of the New Teſtament; and chat form of it which 
is praiſed among us, to wit , to baptile upon faith and repen- 
cance, being an undou "ted: form ioftitured , and praftiſed, by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and no infſticution or praiſe for bap- 
tizng infants being pre-luced: We thesefore ſay, th:t allow- 
gc diſtioQion' of the promiſe or covenant, invilibly and 

ably made, and rhar the vifivle exhibition is the ground of 
baptiſm z we require the proefof this, that infant-baprtiſmis a. 
part of the viſible exhiibiction of the Covenant in the New Te- 
fament days, inftitmed by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, and it is no 
{mall comforc ro ns, that iv a day of ſo mnch contraciftion, en» 
 vy andderration, wherein this truth becomsa word of pati- 
ence tous all, hitherto we have never bee preſſed by any ore 
Wgument, which doth pretendrto an infticution of Cheitt, or a> 
ny Apolile, but by certain far-ferche reaſons from 4brahams 


carnal. 
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carnal ſeed, and from circumciſion, and ſnppoitione of firange 
inconveniences imagined by men, to follow the denya] of in- 
fant-baptiſm, and ſuch like macters; and indeed being tryed, 
are found ſuppolitions,and nothing elſe, 
Accuſer, 

In a word, this muſt be acknowledged by the Avabaptiſts theng- 
ſelves, elſe how can they call themſelves a viſible Church of (hriſt , 
if there be yo viſible exhibition of the Covenant , to give mey 
ſuch a viſible relation ? for there is no claym to God but by Cove- 


aaAnt. © 
eAnfwer, 

You have heard ns afficm a viſible exhibition of the everlaſt- 
ing covenant; and that in Goſpel-times, the ſame is of another 
naturechen it was under rhe Law: chat now it conliſteth in a 
clear nnvailed diſcovery of the doArine of ſalvation by Chriſt, 
and an orderly diſpoſition of all matters relating tothe ſame, by 
the rule ofthe written word of God, inſtituting the New Te- 
ſament-adminiſtration:all which we chus particularly ſer down 
once more, | | 

x. The exhibition is the only inflituted worſhip which God 
acceptech , and in performing the ſame according to rule, we 
are (aid to do that which is right in the eyes of God, and not 
otherwiſe: Exod. 23,13, Dent. 12, 28, 

2, All the force and authority which it hath npon the conſci- 
ence, lyeth in the rule by which ic is cemmanded,and binds ac- 
cording toit, and no farther, Eſa, 8, 20, To the Law andto the 
Teftimony, Fc, 

3. God ſo greatly deiefterh all ſervices which himſelf hath not 
commanded,that in this reſpe& he declareth,that be « « jealons 
God, who will not indure a provocation: Exod. 20, 4 5. and 
becauſe mans nature is prove to be invencing avd medling,God 
hath therefore neverl:ft his Church without cercain plain and 
poſitive rules for all manner of duties, which he requireth, And 
this proviſion being as needful in the Goſpel as under the Law, 
Chriſt therefore was nor wanting co the Church therein, Met. 
28. 19,20. Arid amongft ottier the Lords Ordinances, we find 
a plain rule avdinflitution, for the baptiſing of beleevers and 
revicents ; but for the bapriſing of infancs,we have not a word: 
and becanſe we do not readit neither in precept nor preſident, 
we dare not to praRiſe the ſame, . Accuſes 


(39) 
Acculer. 
In this ſence we are to underſtand the children of beleevers in the 
promiſe, aecording to the — yh the Apoſtle, in As 2,39, 
uſwer, | 
That is to ſay, theſe words of che Apoſtle, The promiſe ss to 
you, and to yorr children by im preached tothe Jew:, ro bring 
chem to Chrilt by repentance and baptiſm, do import, thar. the 
children of beleevers are in the covenant vilibly exbibireds ſuch 
wretched abuſes of Scripture this bold perſon dares. to aſficm, 
Thar the iatere(t of the Jew and his children befbre repenrance 
and baptiim is here exprefled ro be in the promiſe of Chriſt, is .. 
plain : but fromcheſe words to conclude an intereſt ; yea, an 
aQua] being in the viſible Church, would alſo conc]udegthar che 
Jew in his ravkelt oppoſition, was already in that ſlate 5 which 
the Apoſtle laboured' by the renders of this grace to bring him 


into, | 
EK Accuſer, ; 

Now this covenant-right, i a ground, which God himſelf lays 
down, why any ſhould be baptiſed, Aets 2. 38, he requires bay- 
tiſm, v. 39.ſhews the reaſon, forthe promite is ro you. Here / 
deſire the reader to take notice. haw the word of commandgdepends ny- 
on the word of promiſe, and what ax inſeparable nnion and connexion 
there is between the command and the promiſe. 

Anſwer. | 
It is a moſt falſe and ſenſl:(s inference:the right ro the promiſe 
we grant to be the gronnd of the Apoſtles periwaſion to repen- 
ravceand baptim , but ic is no gronnd of a perſons being bap- 
tized without repentance, neither 1s.it ſo layd down by the 
Lord, or by the Apoſtle, 

Bur obſerve che dealing of this man, herequires baptiſm (ſfaich 
he) v. 38. and what next ? ſhews the reaſon, v. 39. the promiſe 
3 £8 you, and to your children: and then on he runs, thar the 
word of command depends upon the word of promiſe with an inſepar a= 
ble union and connexion, Without raking notice of the conditio» 
nal qualification of repentance, no leſs in the command{'as he 
hach deviſed to call it ) then baptiſm, yea antecedent to ir, 
What wonder, tf a corrupt mind drive # per'on headlong to 
maincain a juſtification of ſmaller, by greater evils? Having firit 
found out in the Apoſiles declaration of a right to the promile 

| in. 


( 40 
in perſons, in order to conve; a AM the ſame imports a riche 
in a viſible Church-(tate; That here again , he alſo hath found 
ont a command for baptiſm ( disjoyned from a comand to re- 
pent ) With an inſeparable union and connexion, direRly e- 
gtinft the letcer of the cext ? FLY 
Acculer. babes 

The ſame reaſon alleadged by the Apoſtle, why the parent ſhould 
be baptiſed, is rendred by the ſame Apeſtle, as 4 reaſon why the- 
children ſhould be baptiſed,(for the promilz is to you andto your 
children, ) < : 

Anſwer, 

Let the accuſer, whoever he be,evjoy what he demands : we 
conſent to him herein, that the reaſon of che baptiſm of the 
parent, is the reaſon of the baptiſm of the child : bur the rea- 
ſon of the baptiſm of the parent, by vercye of this righe in che 
promiſe, cannot take effeR ar all, or for ever, without the qua- 
lification of repentance : and if the reafon rendred by the Apoe 
le, be the ſame for the bapriſing of the child,then ir muſt bring 
repentance With it co the water , as the Exnxsch did faith to 
Philip, or it can receive no bapriſm, if the Apoſtles reaſon be 
rightly alleadged, 

Accu'er. 

Nay, the very ſame command expreſſed to baptiſe the one , is int 
pled to baptiſe the other : for if ſome, or any,to whom the promiſe ts 
made, may not be baptiſed, there can be no force in the Apoſtles ar* 
gument, | 
Anſwer, 

We are not willingto contend wich our opponent , about 
ſmall matters, rowit, how the Apoſtles counſel or exhortati» 
on, Repent and be baptized, may paſs by the name ofa command. 
Bnt having layd down a trurh for the ſubſtance, in what he firſt 
afficmech, we ſhall joyo iſſue with himin it, (1) weconſent, 
that the command to be baptized ro parent apd childis one, 
Then what ſaith the comand? Repent ard be baptized : We an- 
ſwer, What God hath joyned together, let no man put aſunder, 
The accuſer was telling but now,of an inſeparable connexion: 
he might have berter obſerved ir here, then where he ſought Ut, 
Bur ( 2) Though we approve our accuſer inthe firſt part of 
whar he affirms, yer we mult leave him to himſelf romake go6e 


(41) 
his reaſoh , {wize If any to whom the promiſe is madys } way 
net be baptized , then there is no force in the Apoſtles argeu- 
ment, We make no queſtion, but that, notwichftanding the mule 
tirude of Converts at this Sermon,yet there were yery many Jews, 
whom this promiſe was made, equally with thoſe that were convert» 
ed, who petfified in their obftigagy z and chereby rendred chemſelyes 
and their children incapable of baptiſmgupon the Accuſers own Prige 

- ciples 2 nevertheleſs, che Argument the Apoſtle made uſe of, was nat 

{ therefore without force, becauſe they might nor be baptized. 

The Accuſer having pur an ead to the cruel corture, with which he 
hath racked the Scripture beyond all bounds of fobriety, he leads you 
ro ſ*e his fair fruirs of better information 5 where, we believe, you 
will finde encught@diſcoyer the perſor's very great want of a fober 
Spirit, to ſay n&Wjore. 
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ES”... -Accuſer. X 

Thas the Lord ſatisfied me #bour Infant-bapriſm 2 being thus fa- 
tified, 1 went to hear che publick Miniftery ; but this coming to the 
ears, of the Anabaptifts, there came three' of their Society the 
nex: day to megto have an account concerning this thing:I told them, - 
If they would be pleaſed to come at a time appointed, I would giye 
them the Reaſons of my withdrawing from them 2 and accordingly 
tney came, the Preachers, and Principaleſt among them ; where I 
gave chem an acccunt cf my withdrawing from them , as many of 
my Frieads can bear me witneſs 2 which was as followeth 2 1, Their 
denying the Children of Belicyers a right to the Covenant, 2. Liys 
82 1m conitant negleA of an Ocdinance of Chrift, viz, finging of 
Plaims. 

Anſwer. 

Thus the Lord ſatisfied me, &c. andin hiseatrance on this of 
| Baptiſm, heſaich, Anal upon ſerious enguiring inte the Word, 
| end earneſt ſccking of the Lord , 't pleaſed bim toſatisfie mez 
and a little after, bus by conſidering 1 ſaw their miſtakes &c, If 
the Accuſer deſeryes the praiſe which ſeems defired by him , and al- 
lowed ro him, of having, with much ſearch ct the Scripture , conf 
ceration and Prayer , #5und cur and fet_in order theſe Grounds, 
wherein his ſatisfaRion-lay , , before he departed from us + would it 
not ſeem ſomewhat unhandſome deling, and, beticath a learned Mi» 
nifter , that above a month. after cur Acculeis departure from, us » 
theſe, our accyſers-medications; Mould be publickly preached inthat 
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Town, in matterand form , well-nigh verbativs , 25S he here hath 
written them , without acknowledging whoſe ColleRions the 

were? but we leave them to agree,whether the one's claim to them in 
the Pulpit, or the other's in the Prefs, ſhall carry away the applauſe 
defired : and go on toconfider, what he Reports of that Meeting, 
in which he gives account of his wich-drawing. The firſt Ground 
whereof, as he preſets ir, we have already tendered to examination, 
The ſecond is our /iving in conflant neglelt of an Ordinance of 
Chriſt, viz. finging of Pſalms.. At this Meeting , he charged yi, 
with denying fieging of Pſalms 3 now he calls it , living in con- 
ſtant negleRof ir, About which , what our Light and PraQice i; 
(and as then in cffe& was faid) you may rake thus 2 We do fully 
and cordially own, ſpeaking to our ſelyes 5 tenghlliitand 2dmoniſh- 
ing one another-in Pſalms, Hymns,qadiiirite bs firging and 
making Melody with Grace in out SESBE., to'be che 
will of Chriſt, according to whichRhaly Wen of WhFarc bound in 
all gznecarions to ſound forth his high PrailezatheChurch by Jeſus 
Chriſt 2 which ought to be performed by: them Ydeing merry in the 
Lord , with Melody in their hearts , + and a diftinR and chearful 
voice, expreſſed either in the Songs of Moſes, David ; or otherwiſe, 
25 the Spirit bringech things to their remembrance, and gives theqy, 
utterance, to the edification of themſelves and others , that they 
- Randing by may ſay Ames or Hallelnjab at ſuch giving of thanks, 
Unto the performance of which work, although under the ſhadowy 
diſpenſation , there were added Muſical leftrumenrs , and Singers 
ſpecially appointed to attend that feryice z which are done away in 
Chrift : And although in the beginning of the Goſpels confirmnti- 
on » ſome extraordinary gifs of the Spirit adoraed it , which are 
now ceaſed ; yet the ſubſtance of it abides as a duty till in force 2 eo 
the which, we' are not convinced , that the common artificial 
Rhymes, Meaſures, and Tunes are effential, In the praRice hereof, 
according to the meaſure of the Light and Grace of Chriſt, the 
Churches and Chriftians accuſed ( we truft ) eadeayour to be fougd 
faithful ro the Lord. Alchough whatever impertcRions or defects 
of this kinde , were apprehended among us by our Accuſer , yer in 
pretending this negle@ of ours, as 2 juſt ground of his wihdraw- 
ment from us, he ſhews himſelf ro have been a yery unfaithful 
member, while he walked with us, in that he never declared any of- 
fence or ſcruple about this matter. » until he had.thus left us z nor Py 
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of the next thing of which he M9. us , Thus, 
Accuſer, 
Thirdly , For negleRing of Family=duty , maintaining it to be a 
mans liberty, not his duty, to pray in his family. 
Anſwer, | 
1. What our Piinciples 2nd PraGtiſes are in this matter, we haye 
hinted before. Touching the later clauſe , which is hzre told you 
(but very falſly) to have been then preſented by him, as the ground 
of his departure: as there is not the leaſt colour , why he ſhould lay 
it upon the whole Church frem whom he withdrew , { much leſs, 
upon the whole of that people , whom he flileth Anabapriſts;) fo 
neither ſeems ic ſo honeſtly charged cn che perſon, where all the pre* 
renfion that we canlearn of it, is : the paſſages appear to have been 
thus 3 At the time he mentioneth , when ſome Members came to 
confer with him about the Reaſons of his departure z among o- 
thershe gave this for one 3 becauſe we denied Family-duties, It was 
replied to this effet 2 We donot deny it 3 but do ewn y andaf- 
firm , Thar it is the Duty of Parents and Maſters fearing God , to 
be frequent in calling their Families cogether, inftruRting them in the 
Principles of Religion ; cadeayouring by all means poſſible , their 
Converſion and Salyation, and ia their preſence to ſpread their 
condition before the Lord , praying for them , that God would ſer | 
home ſuch izſtruRtions and endeayours with power, &c, But 
afterward, ſeveral things being debated , a Caſe was pur 2: What 
and if the Maſter had an ungodly Family, in which he could not 
judge any one did fear the Lord z with whom he could joyn , as 
with one Spirit , in Prayer gz whether he was bound twice a day, 
.viz, Morning and Evening, to joyn in Prayer with them? Ir - 
+. was replied by a Brother , That if he ſaw advantage might come 
to them thereby ; and founJ the Lord making his Spiric free, he 
might ſo do ; it was his liberty: but as to any poſitive command, 
- that did binde him in ſuch caſes, the party chus ſpeaking , ſaid , he 
knew fones Upon which, one in the company drew this concluſion 
from theſe words , That we made ica mans liberiy , not his duty, 
to pray in his Family, How fairly this is inferred from what 
was ſaid; and how righteouſly fathered upon the whole z and 
how certainly this inftance was a ground of his leaving us ( which 
hinaſelf faith, was afore this conference) is left to the ſober Chriſtian 
to judge. 
G 2 Ao- 


(44) 
Fourthly, For denying the —_— he Magiſtrate f Chic 
O , wer of tne Maelltrate for puniſh 
evil-doers, (co wi;, Que.) - PG 
Anſwer. 

What the Principles of the people, whom he in the general accuſ- 
eth arein this point, is full well known tothe world, by their con- 
feffions of Faith , particularly that of the Congregations in Low- 
din, Art, 47. the words arc theſe, A civil Magiſtrate is an 
Ordinazce. of God ſet up by him for the puniſhment of evil- 
doers y and: for the praiſe of them that do well, and that 
in all lawful things commanded by them , ſubjeition ough: t 
be given by ts in the Lord , not only for wrath , but for con 
ſcience ſake ; and that we are to make ſupplieation for Kings, 
and all that are in ambority, that under them we may live a 
quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty, Rom. 13, 
IPet.3. 1Tim.2. 

As. for this particular Congregation , they have not onely 
explicitely teſtified their Fellowſhip, with thefe Churches in this 
Profeſſion of Faith : but it is well known tothe Accuſer, that {- 
veral Members have, and as occsfien offers, ſtill do addrefs theme 
ſclyes co rhe Magiſtracy in-that phce , for their puriſhment and 
reformation of ſuch diforders as fall under their Obſervation, 
Oaely they ſay, They are not perſwaded , that the ſword 
of the Magiſtrate is a mean appointed by. Chrift in the Go- 
ſpel-miniftration for che puniſhing or reclaiming of aa ering or 
miſ-guided Conſcience, in matters that do depend upon the reye- 
latioa of the Spirit, As for the people mentioned as an in- 
fence, (:o wit, the Quakers,) ic was afficmed by thoſe Brethren 
at that Meeting , and (till isy thac wherein the Quakers ſhould be 
found to commit any Offence againſt the Rules of good manvers, the 
Magiltrate hath power as fully to proceed with them , as with any 
other men. 


Accnſer. 

5. Fcr flightiog the publick miniſtry. 

Anſwer. : : 

This charge is left exceeding raw z whether it relate to all the 
people by him called Anabaprifts? or to this ſociety in Tiverton? . 
or to thoſe members only in particular ? whether it be ſlighting 's 
he the qoqutoters | -"S 


4 
ublick miniftcy, as not being the ordinance of Chriſt ? or whether it 
cing ſom? kiade of teſtifying againſt that which is uſually called 
publick miniftcy ? If the latter, ch2n whether it be only char pub- 
lick miniſtry in Te#«reou, or elle univerſally ? whether ic be their 
perſoas , their gifc or fianding thats fl ghted ? here is latitude for 
the Reader co make conftruRion as he pleaſeth, Our uaderſtanding 
in this matcer , is > we doe own and honour as an ordinance of 
Chriſt , a publick ſpicicus] miniſtry or ſervice , to be performed to 
him and his people in the things of che Goſpel , by perſoas qualified 
in ſome good meaſure from the Lord , and called and fer apart ac- 
cording to Chriſts laws in his Church z both as to that miniſtry of 
the word of reconciliation , and edification, and to that of feryin 
tables. And chongh this bz not as yet fully brought forth and eſta- 
bliſhed in that congregation (it being a falſhaod in ſcorne caſt'on 
them, that Will:aw Pacie is their Paſtor y, if by it be underſRood a 
man choſen and ordained to that office) as through grace it is with 
ſome Churches with whom we have communioa 1a the Lard , yer is 
ic that mercy in order to which they are wai:ing on the Lord for 
more of his light an4 ſpirit, in making proof and cryal of the ſpi- 
rirs of ſuch among them as they haye Deſt grouad co judg the Lords 
hath beſtowed molt of his gifts and graces on for that work. As for 
the minifiry of the nation , we hays this co ſay, We own and honour 
many of the mzn, gat only as holy , bur as fuch that have received 
gifrs and graces from the Lord , which he hath bleſſed in the exer» 
Ciſe of them. Bur as for the forms of their Randing , as miniſters: 
in office in the Church of Chriſt , we judg ic not to be according © 
the rule of the Scripture. Neyerthelefſe we doe not own nor wil- 
lingly allow, that in this caſe any ſhould take up railing accuſations, 
or unſound and unſavoury expreffions , fuch as gearer to ſtrife ra« 
ther chen to godly edifying ; but doe pray for, exhort to, ard la= 
bovr after this, chat our ſpeech mig bs alwayes withgrace , ſea- 
ſoned witch ſale, that we miy Know how to anſwer every man, If 
the Accuſer had the knowledg of, and was griev:d with any ſuch 
hard ſpeeches either from the whole or any members , his faicoful= 
neſs would haye been in exerciſe to have teſtified 2gaiaſt ic 10 his 
place , while he had communion with us : his utter filegce in bea» 
ring any witneſs of this kind: cill now,was it ſcemes from hence, that 
he knew he was ſecond to none in any language of that nature. | 
FD Mes. 


« % - 


(46) 
Accuſer. 

I offered to give them a farther account of my wichdrawing from 
the hypocriſy and wickedneſs of one William Facy , who is their 
preſent Paſtor: but they refuſed to heare , and defired I would not 
caft dirt rotheir face y I defired that they would pleaſe to give an 
account , what they had agair(t me , but I could get nothing bur 
this ficom them , ##z. you are withdrawn from us, and haye ne- 
gleRted your place among us. 

Anſwer. . 

In this paſſage is all the colour the Acculer hath for what he pre- 
tends to be one main occaſion of publiſhing his booke (viz.) that 
he cculd not have liberty to ſpeake for bimſelf : which was thus: at 
this conference , wherein his fre unrighteous grounds were at. large 
debated , he ſeyeral times began to iofiſt on what he calls che wick» 
edneſs and hypocriſy of williams Facy , which now (bciag at libert 
in printing) be diſplays at large, Of which che Reader may init's 
place expeRt an examination, 

The matters he maketh ſo large an outcry of, came to paſs while 
the Accuſer walked as a member there , who as he was acquainted 
with the mans fin and fall , fo alſo declared himſelf fully {atisfied 
with his being humbled in che ſence of ir to the duſt, and publickly 
in the Church, praiſed the Lord for his repeatance and recovery. 
But now beginning to make a narrative of all choſe macters in the 
preſence of his other friends,with the ſame rancour of ſpirit,zs may be 

rceived running through his book (it being fix moneths afore,that 
Fe had ſo ſolemnly witneſſed his fatisfaRion ta the others repentance) 
he was deſired to deſiſt from ſodoing, unleſs he had any thing to 
lay to his charge , either before or ſince thoſe aRts, of which the 
Church had cook ſuch publick cogniſance , and had proceeded as 
eainſt him with ſuch ſevere cenſure ; but there was nothing of 
any other kinde conld be produced, In that he fayeth, 7 could 
get nothing but this from them , You are withdrawn from m, 
and have negleFied your place among us. Theſe brethren came 
ro him pot as from the Church, but upon his motion to ſpeake with 
him z neither was the place or company judged expedient to open 
what was to be Jaid to his charge,(beſides, this manifeſt withdrawin 
of his) it followeth not , that therefore the Church had nothing elſe 
ro charge him with. 

By 


By this time he hath MP. * JR ( how righteoufly, ler 
the impartial jadg ) what principles he ftonnd among ts, Thar 
which remaineth (excepr here and there a repetition of whar 
bach been ſaid before ) 1s only what carriages and miſcarriages 
he mer with among us, with his obſervations on chem, and in- 
truRions to young Chriftians, &c, from them. All which dif- 
covery of perſonal failings and infirmicies ( {bould ic be admir- 
redchat they aretruch ) won'd nor be of that weight nponthe 
deliberated thoughts of the grave and ſpiricually judging man, 
as that he ſhould hence condemn the proteſſion and way we 
walk in; unleſs there appeared in the nature thereof, ſomthing 
of a cauſe producing neceſſarily ſuch effe&s. To ſuch a one 
therefore it might ſuffice, beſides the ating of our principles, 


rodeclare in fimplicicy of h:art, as inthe preſence of the Lord, 


that our ſoul loatherh ſuch abominations, in our ſelves and o- 
thers, But becauſe this remaining parc of the engine may do ex- 
ecution upon the ſimple and harmleſs ones, toward whom it 
is profeſiedly dire&ed,and our God having not left us withonr 
boldneſs of appeal ro him, 8 righteous mitter for the clearing 
our ſelves to men, in diver: rhings faiſly preſented touching us, 
we preſume on the readers patience to proceed, 

| Accaſer. 

+ Then they ſollicited me again to returnto them : but ſeeing they 
coxld not prevail, they ſummoned me to appear before them ſuch a 
day.1 told themythat if I might have the I:berty to bring ſome friends 
of” mine with me,] would meet with then: this being granted,and 
the day aſſigned , 1 defired Mr, Forreſcue Lowman, Miniſter of 
the word in Cadlie, with ſome other friends tobe preſent: whom 1 
found veryready, and accordingly at the ſams time appointed,;came 
with me to their meeting. where were preſert ſome of the ableſt of that 
party in theſe parts, both from Plymouth, Darcmouth, Totnes, 
Boveycracy, Bampton , and ſeverall cther parts, whom they had 
invited to aſſiſt them yz and-it is remarkable to behold, the juſt hand 
of the Lord, who will not bear with ſin, nor ſuffer his truth to fall to 
the ground : as ſoon as we came into their meeting, it pleaſed the 
Lord to ſtrike ſuch a damp upon their ſprits,and caſt them into ſuch 
a hurry,that nt a man among them would ingage to juſt ifie their pro=- 
ceedings, but one Thomas Glaſs, ( who was not of th-t ſociety, but 


ateacher of a company of them at Boveytracy ) inthe name of ar 
Fes: 


Io (48) 
. reſb of the Anabaptiſte, defired, that allſneh as weve n0t members 
of their ſociety would withdraw. 1 told them, if my friends ſhould 
not be preſent with me, according te appointment , I would withir aw 
alſo ( knowing the inconveniency of being with then alone, when 
there was no one to teſtify the playn truth of things.) He told wm, 
if I would deny the authority of Chriſt and hi Church, I might :u- 
to whom Ireplyed, That the anthority of (kriſt, I did own ,but your 
authority | did devwy, William Facy xot walling to be laid o- 
pen, joyned with this motion, ard deſired my friends to withdraw, 
Then Mr, Lowman t0/d them, he had ſomthing to propoſe tothew 
before he did withdrawyif they pleaſed: Themas Glats replyed,Pray 
withdraw, for you have nothing to doe here, So-we withdrew, and 
one of my ſriends ſaid , Report no more that we refuſe to give you a 
meeting ; which falſe report they have often ſpread to deceive the ſius- 
pley and to carry ow their deſign, by perſwading the ignorant into au 
opinion, that ſuch as differ from them have nothing to ſay from Gads 
word, to juſtifie their prattiſe. The ſame night came Thomis Glaſs © 
(it is worth inquiring why they ſent not their Paſtor William Fa- 
Cy, sf they were not aſhamed of him, or he to look on me) and ons © 
of his brethren to my houſe, with a meſſage from the reſt of the Ana» 
baptilts, ro declare that they had rejefied me, Mr. Lowman be- 
ing preſent, deſired to know, by what rules they walked, to rejett a 
man, for withdrawing upon ſuch juſt and reaſonable grounds, a4 1 
had before urged, But Thomas Glaſs refuſed to entertain an) cone 
ference with him for Lis ſatisfaftion; and told himthey had nothing 
to doe with bim, Andbeing acked why they denyed-my friends li- 
berty to be preſent in their meeting, according to appointment, and 
refuſed to. give Mr. Lowman liberty to propoſe what he bad tooffer 
them: Thomas Glaſs brake ont in a peitiſh fit, ſaying, that we 
had attempted to diſturb them in the worſhip of Godz and charged us 
with abuſing the Name of God, and his people, with incivility, diſ- 
honeſty, and want of knowl:dge; and withall affirmed , that he was 
impleyed by the reſt of his brethren to tell uſo : Unto whichMr. 
Lowman repled, Ty are imployed by your brethren to give us. 
' ſuch language, pray be pleaſed to returne this meſſage agan z that F 
humbly conceive, they have done us the wrong, te appoint ſuch 4 
meeting with ws ; and when we camegto deny 114 our liberty to be prev» 
ſent ; ard now to ſend ſuch language after us, T 

I, He did not diſturb you in your worſhip of God y for we did a 


49 
ther ſee nor heare you about avy religious exerciſe when we came, 
' neither did we ſpeaks a word till yow bid us depart , neither were 
uncivil with you, for we withdrew according to Jour defire. Thos 
mas Gla(s bring deſired toſhew ſome reaſon, for giving ſuch ſlan- 
derowe words, replyed, That he was wot come to diſpute, but declare 
in the name of their Charch, that he had rejefied mg , the parbiou- 
lars of my charge, were as followeth. (1) That Ihbad withdrawn 
| from their ſociety, and negletted my place amongſt them, ( 2.) That 
Thad vilified ſome of their brethren, whom [ had forgiven, (3+) 
That Thad vilified ſore of their brethren for denying Magiſtracy, 
neglelt of Family duties, ſinging of Pſalmes, (4) That 1 bad a- 
buſed my Father in Law. Theſe things put together, Thomas 
Glaſs, and one more of his brethren, did in the name of the Church, 
declare me guilty of blaſphemy ( you may judge this was a learned 
aſſembly, that brought this charge to ſuch a concluſion) and they 
were ſent to tellme they had vejetted me. | 
Ant wer. 

Here you have at large his tory of the Churches proceedings 
wich im ( for hitherto was onely che private advice and en- 
deavors of particular brethren ) in which he layes before his 
ienorant young Chriltian, ſeveral thivgs, though with ſuch re- 
ſervations, as may, if need be, afford him ſ6me recreat , yer 
in ſuch a way, as may eaſily beger a perſwaſion, and hath done 
ſo in many, thathe intendeth they ſhould beleeve rheſe things 
10 ic. EE 

- I, That the Church had granted a meeting, and aſſigned a 
day, wherein Cr, Lowman, and others ſhould propoſe in 
way of dilcourſe, what they had to ſay in examination of 
ys proceeedings ; which when they came co doe,was denyed 
them, 

-2, Thatin order to this, the Church had inviced to affiſt 
them, ſome great number of the able(t of our party char conld 
be got inthe ſeveral quarters of Country, far and neer, who 
were then preſent. : 

3, Thatar Hr, Lowmans approach, they all were ftricken 
inſuch-a damp and burry by a juſt hand of God, that no one 
durſt engage to juſtifie their proceedings. | 

4 Thar the Accuſer was jadgedan cfender, and we would 


nor give him liberty ro ſpeak for himſelf, 
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5. Thatthis learned f-bt, ( as hecals them) bronghe 
his charge to this concluſion, that he was guilty of blaG 
phemy. 

6, : Thar this affembly imployed meſſengers ro charge 
him , fr. Lowman and others, with abuſing the name of 
God and his people, with incivility, diſhoneſty, and want of 
knowledge, 8c, 

Ar molt of this affair,our ſelves ( that publiſh this ) being pre- 
ſent, we can upon knowledge teſtifie the falſhood of theſe 
thivgs ſaggeſted, All we ſhall do, ro manifelt the abuſe impoſed 
on the unwary Reader, will begto give this trne ,, brief account 
of che thing, | 

The accuſer having dealt ſo nnworthily with thoſe that had 
endeavoured more particularly his convition; the Church at 
length ſent ſome meflengers to lignifie, thatthey expeRed him 
at their meeting ſuch a day : To whom he replyed , he would 
not come, unleſs he might bring ſome friends wich him. That 
theſe meſſengers withſtood not his declared reſolution, but ra- 
ther gave way to it, as their particular opinion that it might be 
granted him, this is notdenyed ; bunt that the Church gave a- 
ny ſuch inftruion, or allowance, is not ſo, Ar that time 
there were four brethren of other congregations ( and nct one . 
more) having agreed among themſelves ſeveral dayes before, 
to be about that Conntry , and to give that Church. 
a viſit, who by providence were brought thither, not knowing 
any thing more or leſs of their expe&ing the Accuſer that day 
before them, mnch leſs of Mr. Lowmans coming to propoſe t- 
py thing ; nor were they ſent for by the Church , nor didthe 
Church as we ſuppoſe, know any thing of the intended viſir, rill 
after the day that he was ſummoned ( as he cals it) and had 
took hold of the ſeeming conceſſion, andgiven out, hs would 
bring Mr, Lowman, &c. We beivg preſent , the Congregation 
defired ns to affiſt them thar day , being the uſual day of the 
week that they met on, which we were ready to do according- 
ly ; and having ſpent ſome hours together in prayer ard exhor- 
tztion, abont noor-time took the Accuſers caſe into conſidera- 
tion, with che rumor that was ſpread inthe Town ofa diſpute 
that was to proceed, &c, Upon which enquiring , apd it be- 
Ing evident, that the Church gave them that had been 29a 

meuen* 


I | 

m:\{engert fo ſuch allowance ,. as chey had given way unto; asalſo 
weighing how little it could be hoped that we ſhould adminifter 
' conyiQtion co the Accuſer , when ſucha rabble of people as were ar 
the door, would thruſt in about us and him; and withal, having 
other matters tocharge him with , that were nor coayznient to be 

d:claied before them. | 
Moreover, chat a crue taſte could not be had ef the mans ſpiric ; 
2nd what himſelf might be conſcieatiouſly perſwaded of, and upon 
what grounds , if the matter ſhould be caken up, and the time ſpear 
by any others on his half: on theſe and ſome other grounds ic was - 
agreed , we would defire any that ſhould come in with bim , not 
being members ,to withdraw; and withaly the members were exhor- 
ted , that in caſe the rude concourſe of people ſhould throng in with 
him (which indeed proved ſo) to abide in their places in the feare of 
the Lord, and noc make themſelyes acceſſarie co any confulion, 
though tempted and proyoked fo to be, by che multicude, Our 
Brother Glaſs alſo was pircht upon to ſpeake the ſence of the whole g 
firſt, to the multicude, in caſe they ſhould throng in , defiring 
we might enjoy our liberty to be private by our ſelyes, there bring 
nothing to be debated that concerned them : and then to the Accu- 
ſeryo lay before him thoſe eyils which he was to be charged withgto- 
gether with the proofs we had ofthem, and to heare what he had 
co offer touching it , &c. Then was he ſent for , who brought ia 
with him , and after him, ſuch a multicude as hath bees declared, 
who ruſhing in with no ſmall incivility , as is uſual whexe-ever ſuch 
contentions are expeRed , the mzmbers generally fate fileat as was 
defired , though grieved to ſee ſuch provoking demeanour z which 
the Accuſer callech a juſt hand of the Lord , ſtriking a dampe on - 
our ſpirits , but we take to be a mercy , and token of loye, to 
be kept ſerious and filent under ſuch inciyilitiess Then did our 
Brother G/aſs defice ſuch as were not members te withdraw, &cce 
whereat , thoſe he calls his friends appearing to be troubled at the 
diſappointment of cheir defigne (which-ic ſeemes was, 2s ſome of that 
party have given our,mainly to have thrown in our faces the paſſages 
about William Facy) many diſcontented words dropt from” leyeral 
of them; ro whom the anſwer was,Our continued defires were,they 
would not deale uncivilly with us , bur afford us our liberty, being 
we had no buſineſs in hand that concerned them. . It is like that 1f 


My. Lowman made any motion to ſpeak among the reſt, he _ 
| p H 2 - | 
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the ſam? anſwer, The Accuſer, , ſhew his valour in refelling my 
manner of 2dy.ſe or admonition ,- refuſed to abide,though again and 
again exhorted ro it,cx:ept the company he broughc with him might 
remaive ; ſpe: king reprockfully of any authority of Chriſt among us, 
and with much deciGont at lengrh he with them withdrew, {Ac this 
time then, iie being ſo often admoniſhed to remaine , was not des 
barred tis hberty ro ſpeake for himſelf, The Church then conſidered 
what was their duty farther conceraing tim, refolyed to fend meſ- 
ſengers agzin to himgof whom they thought good our Brother Glaſe 
ſhon!d be ore, be being acquainted with him, and might beſt work 
on 6191.3 who in much meekneſs and bowels defiied him to come to 
the Churon , and heare what they had to cffer to him , promifir 
him what liberty he could deſire toward theclearing himſelf , bur he 
utterly refuſed to come, going on to fpzak concemptuouſly, as his 
uſuz} manner of late had been z hot only of the Church, but of the 
way it ſelf, &c, This anſwer was returned to uz (and may it gor 
be worth noting by the way , that he makes no mention of this 
mefſage wherein he was again offered liberty to ſpeake for himſelf, 
bur {iii refuſed it} che Church then conſidering again the nature of 
the evils they had in charge againſt him (of which hereafcer) as alſo 
the irreconcileable enmity that he manifeſted rowards us, and the 
way we walke in z that we were out of any capacity to endeavour 
farther his recovery , or to deliver him from thoſe iniquities chat ke 
boaſted in as his glory , concluded. it our duty to. cut him off, and 
rejeRt him from the fellowſhip of this body. Bur there was not 
Cthat we remember) the leaſt mention made of the word blaſpemie, 
much leſs was his charge ſummed up under that denomination ,. or 
or brought to that concluſion by that learned aflembly , as he is 
pleaſed in derifion to call us. Wot | 

As to the occurteaces about the delivering the kgowledge of our 
proceedings to him , howeyer we are ſatisfied . and could make it 
out upon good demonfiration , that it holds proportion with the . 
reſt of his book, both for the forging lies , and miſrepreſenting what 
hath any colour of truth in it ; yet we judge it not worth the while 
to cumber our preſent work., or the Reader withal, ic appearing . 
at beſt , bur an envious paraphraſt on the weakneſs of a particular 
man, thereby to aſperſe the way he walketh inzand the whole people 
he walketh with. The ſlanders therein may be more conveniently 
diſproyed and reproved if necd be face to face, Onely the Reader 

my 


33). 
may know » that what paflages were betwixt our Brother Glaſs, 
and them, about their uncivility &c» it appears » that as they were 
not any part of our Mcfſzge, fo neither were they affirmed by him 
to have been 3 bur delivered by him in the midſt of much diſcourſe, 
as his owa obſeryation : at the fight whereof, as he had cauſe to 
be grieved, ſo having ſuch an opportunity, might juftly complain of. 
As for that alſo about Blaſphemy , as we are abuſed by them in ic,ſo 
is our Brother: the occafionpretended to give colour toit being only 
thus 2 Our Brather Glaſs, being come to him with the Meſlige a= 
boveſaid, began in ſome freeneſs of ſpeech. ( as far as the Accuſer”s 
and Mr, Lowman *s ingterpoſ.tions: and interruptions would give 
leave) to ſer betore the young man his ſtate, manifeſting, with what 
tenderneſs we had demeaned our ſelves from time to time toward 
him, being alwayes ready to counſel and adineniſh him 2 bur he 
had perſiſted , notrwithftanding all means uſed , lighting our coun» 
ſels, deſpiliag our reproofs, ſtil} oppofing , contradidting , 'and_bla(- 
pheming. Arc this word, Mr. Lowman, 25 was his mannet, incer- 


poſed , Will you :harge him withþlaſphemy ? yen, you charge 
him wich blaſphemy z how willkgpu make good your charge of 
blaſphemy ? &:. chough it was altWered , as both the” brethrea 


refiifie , That ti: Expreffron was not the Churches , © but our bro- 
threr's owa /f*:m:tion of 'him,-which he was ready ro make good,. 


And whereas air rw2rd the © '<,,or faith | He bad made ſad ſhifts 
zo mince the matter | ſurely ;- nerds mor to be ſo pur toit, be- 
ing an car-witreſs ro thoſe unparailela reproaches , that: by him, 
and by mears of him, were caftupon the way and people of the 
Lord , which che Spiric oi rhe Lord doth not unuſually call by tha: 


*  yery name, I Cor. 4.13. Rev.13.6, 1Per. 4.4. though - 


rendered in our Trarflztion, d-*amingy evil ſpeaking, ſlanderouſly ' 
; repo” ing. N12 
| Aorwſer. | 

Now that you m7*? fee the irregular Proceedings of fiich as 
pretend to Religion , 4d under that pretence draw away many 
poor ſouls from thofe m2ans which God hath blefſed for their con- 
yveifion and edificationg to the end , (ſuch may be warned to t:ke 
" heed ,; Give me leave to anſwer tomy Charge), and'l thall ſpeak 
nothing but che plain truth-; and ler the moderate Judge, 'where the 
_ Built hes. | Forcheficſt- particular of my Charge or ey 
| rom- 
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from them : I judge it a great bleſſing , that the Lord hath ſo far 


opened my eyes, a to bring me out from among them : which will 
eaſily appear, if you remember the grounds I haye already alledged, 
and (hall yer urge, as well from their wickedneſs of PraRice, as 
Principles, that I found among them , inſomuch, that I wonder how 
the ſcber among them, could walk with them hicherto., 
| Anſwer, 
Here he takes on him to anſwer to the particulars of his Charge, 


* as himſelf ſhapes them, after a ſharp inveRixe , of which his Bouk 


is full z and from which our God, to whom we haye commitred our 
Cauſe, will deliver us : { For the firſt particular of my Charge 
for withdrawing from them, 1 judge it a great bleſſing , 8c.] 
This indeed was one thing, which,had he abode, we ſhould havelaid 
the evil of before himy that notwithſtanding when he crept in among 
us, under a profeſſion, that in the fear of the Lord, in conſcience and 
judgement, he did pur oa Chriſt, and lifred up his hand co the moſt 
High God, that he would walk among us , according to Grace re» 
ceived, as a Member in the Body of Chriſt s that he did yergcontrary 
to the Law of his Relation , without any endeayours to make the 
Church ſenſible of any evil, either in Principles or Praftice, 'or to 
help on their reformation ; wholly deſert them, and withdraw 
from them 2 this he counteth his great bleſſing on the grounds al- 
ledged : to which we fay , That this our Defence confidered , toge» 
ther with the true taſte of his Spirir from firſt to laſt, che Moderate | 
to whom he appeals, mayeafily judge the greater Bleffing to be on ' 
our hand, that we ate delivered from ſuch a one. | 

we eAccuſer. | 

But this I ſhall ſhew you in anſwer to the ſecond Branch of my 
Charge, which is a vilifying ſome members, which they ſay, I have 
forgiven. : 9 

Auſwer. 

This was alfo an evil which we ſhould have laid before him, That 
he (as all the Members did one by one) explicitely witneſſed his be- 
ing farisfied in the repentance of a (inner under cenſure ; and withal, 
ſolemnly gave publick thanks to the Lord! for having thus humbled 
2nd healed him, as alſo forgiving him freely, in the Name 
of the Lord ; and joyning in the receiving him into Fellow- 
ſhip,as a Member of the Body again , he yet ſhould at length, after 
aboye half a yee:s fikence , and declared fatisfaRtion, diſplay all - 
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repented-of evils of this perſon with whetever aggravations and addi- 
tions he could, to render him, and the people he walked wich,odious 
to perſons oppolite to the way of theLord we walk in, both pgophane- 
and profeſſors. Acculers. | 
' The occaſion of this charge they bring againſt me, is as folow- 
eth : William Facy,cheir preſent Paſtor walked ſo diſorderly, his 
wickednrſs was ſo great , that they could do no leſs then ſuſpend 
him;bs: (> ſlightly did they deal in the buſineſs that his ſuſpenſi- 
on pretended repentance , and admiſſion ag ain, was all within one 
week. Sheri '; afier, be {cigned himſelf mad, and began to play 
pranks with b:; wife : call:4 a for baſon to let out bug blood; pre» 
tending that hs #»:41d ent ky; Throat s goes tocaſt hip child into 
the firegwhich child ſhortly after fickned and died, Mnch of this, 
Iwas both an eye and ear-witueſs nnto : for his wife came crying 
unto me.that ſh: was afraid to abide with him in the houſe: gave 
me a relation of thoſe things;deſiring me to come with her to ber 
huband. When ] came, 1 found him on the bed: I acked him how 
he did ; but be gave me no anſwer» After ſome time I had been 
there, he arcſec, and gors from bis houſe. Thus wickedneſs com- 
mitted by h1n3.was deemed then by the Anabaptifts(as was afier- 
' ward by hinoſelf acknowledged) to be ont of a deſign to get ſome 
mony from his wife,baving married awidow, which kept certain 
Bills or Bonds of Debt in [ome Friends hands, 1:/t be (hs14!4 cou 
ſume it : for which the Anabaptiſts ſuſpended him: again ; and 
in alittle time received him again z wheretn I was never ſatis- 
fied ta this day : and in teft:umony of my difſatisfaltion,l refuſed 
to fit down with them at the Lords Table ever ſince. Now they 
charge me for wilsfying ſome of their members, when [ ſpake no- 
thing but the plain tyuth,in declaring againſt their ſin; and they 
ſay, 1 have forgrven him, when I was thus wnſatts fi:d inhig re» 
pentauce, and now judge it but feigned : for be that could [2 ar= 
Hficially connterfeit 'meaneſs, could eaſily counterfeit ſadneſs, 
| Anſwer. 

Hereke begins t> entertain the Reader y wich whaiſoever new or 
old, before or face his rezxHKion , he can lavent 301 veac zg:iaft ch1$: 
William Facy : all which , left it ſhould ttem no ocnerways ia the. 
Readers eye, then the perſonal failings of a poor frail man, and not 
to be reaſonably impured to the cauſe or peopic he walks with, and 
therefore no jult ground for his reproaching and torſaking-rhem z' be 

pins. 


5 

pins it up0" the whole , by inculcaring ſeyeral times 2 falſhood, as 
the running verſe of his diftioR Par? graphs, | yet they continue 
him to bg their Paſtor, and at lengrtgcloſeth up the whole with this, 

[--whether Thave canſe to withdraw, where ſuch iniquity 
& indulged. | In this the Accuſer , as in his former ftory, 
5 bour the Churches rejeting him, expoſcth the Reader to a tempra« 
tion of ſuppoſing theſe things to be a very truth. 

T, That the Church deal: flightly , and ſhort of their duty with 

William Facy, on bis firft eyil, | 

2, Thac the Accufer himſelf was an eye and ear-witneſs tothe 
pranks he played ( ro uſe his own words } when he feigned himſelf 
mad, calle&for a baſon, &-c. 

3. That the Anabaptifts judged , and himſelf confeſſed aftere 
ward, that he feigned himſelf mad, out of a defign to ger ſome mo- 
nyy &f Co ; 

= That the Church indulged this iniquity, and ſo they had done 
the former, onely ſuſpending, and ina very little time receiving him 
again, 

; $« That this Accuſer was all along unſatisfied with his repentance, 
as being artificially ecunterfeited. | 

6. That upcn the whole, himſelf is got to be accounted one that 
vilifiech his brethren, in that he fpake nochiog bur plain truth in de- 
claring againſt che others ſin. | 

To free ſuch as dtfire to know the truth of things from the Ac- 
cuſer's ſiare, we ſhall only preſent this ſort account. 

This poor Creature now under accuſation, hayitg walked blameleſ- 
ly (as far as we could judge) ſeyeral yeers among this people, in thi 
faithful and diligent improvement of a good gifc of Grace, to preach 
Chriſt's Goſpel, that the Lord had blefſed him with , and bleſſed in 
his hand , both to conyerfion and edification , was at length over-. 
come by the power of temptation, arifing from ſome more then or- 
dinaty croſſes, in a ſtate cf Marriage , wheteinto he was newly en- 
tered ; wherein he (as alſo his yoke-fellow) was attended with tris 
als exceeding bitter to be born z which yet, for konor of Tiuths 
fake, he greatly concealed. On a time , being overwhelmed with 
oricf and impatience , he renta Garment that was in his hand ; 
and uſed ſome expreſſions to his VVife , that fayoured of a very 
diſturbed and ifraccr fame of Spirit 3 of which ſhe complait- 

- ing to ſome Members, and it ceming to the knowledge of the 


Church 
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* Chutch, they required che ceſſation of his exerciſing his gifc publick- 
ly , till they might be ſatisfied of his repenrance tor ſuch iniquity ; 
which he tendring the knowledg of abuadancly, within a ſhort time 
(as the Accuſler tayes) they accepred of his miniſtring to them again 
as formerly. 

Some time afier which , the cauſe of his griefe remaining unre- 
moyed, exceeding bitter and little hopes appearing to him char it- 
could be taken away , that alſo which the Accuter mentioneth about 
writings being ſcme aggravation of his trouble z Ic pleaſed the 
Lo:dio ler out the Temprer , to tempt him to that extreamitys that 
upon 2 freſh onſet of the enemy of his peace, hebrake our in his 
wives preſence (none but (h:e being with him ) into a condition as - 
a man for the ti:ne bereaved of the ule of his reaſon, in words not 
unlike his, Jeb7,15,16. Asifhe had choſ n preſzat death , ras 
ther then life , and could haye help:d it on with his own hands; and 
had defired the {ume for his liccle oge , which had been maimed and 
fickly before , and was now weakein chefickneſs of which ic ſhort= 
ly after died, being an impoſthumation that brake within ir, 

Of all which,together with the aggravations of it, what breakings 
ic hath been to his bones, to the enfeebling his yery outward man; 
what teares , what wounds it hath begotten in hin and all that 
were rouad abou: him , That the Lord ſhould be thus diſhonour- 
ed , and the fear of God ſhould nomorerule in his heart , it is not 
unknown to the Accuſers conſcience , but our comfors is, that our 
God knoweth how loathſom the thoughts cf che iniquiry were tO 
us, and with-what impartiality , deteſtation , and ſeyerity we have: 
borne our proceſt agaizſt ir, and with what heart-bleedings we 
doettink-of it tot his very day, In teſtimony whereof, he himſelf 
was ſometime fince drawing , and was taking advice with ſeyeral 
(lorg before this pamphlet was out)abour the publiſhing a narrative 
of the whole ; ſhewing te inward declenfions char ar tult ſecretly 
tock hold cf him in point of his commugion with God , the various 
temptations that thea attended him, the great iniquities that at 
lezgth got vitory cyer kim, with their aggravations » the Churches 
faithful and chorow dealing with him , and the footſteps of God 

 ttbukirs, ab: fig, yea breakirg tim topeeces z ard yer the ſweet 
ard kincely cp: raczon of his bend , ſuftzin;icg him in diitrefſ:s from 
ſikig in ofpaire, ard at l:ogth brieging Iug forth to (ee the light 
of his countenance in the face of Jetus Chiilt, But the publiſhing 
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this (inteaded for 2 warning to ©. think chey ſtand) was not 
by ſome at that time thought expedient. 

The Accuſers pretended knowledg of theſe paſſages as an eye and 
car-witneſs was ro otherwiſe then thus as himſelf declareth y that 
whea the fury of the temptation was over , he came ia at his wifcs 
defire, and found him Glent upon his bed , from\whence after ſome 
time he aroſe , and went out of doors , which was all the laiquity 
that he ſaw , only he heard his wife make relation of the chinos 
ro him, butthac alſo hee did co others afterward ; (might not they 
- then beſayd with as much truth to be eye and eare-witnefles as 
he?) When this was ſpread before the Church , in all the particu» 
lars of it , both when they were alone , and when they had obtai- 
ned the affiſtance of other congregations for adyice, which was very 
ſuddenly upon it : The Lord knoweth, and the conſcience of this 
Accuſer knoweth , what dayes of anguiſh and ſorrow they were to 
us all , who forthwith not only ſuſpended him again (as he calls ic) 
from the publick exerciſe of his gifc , bur withdrew our communion 
from him in all the ordinances of Chrift , that hold out the peculiar 
fellowſhip of the Saints , notwithſtandicg he then teſtified, how 
the very morning after his iniquity the Lord had broken him for it, 
and wich many melciggs he declared it z infomuch as though the 
whole could not but have compaſſion on bis miſery , knowing the 
unſpeakable diftrefſs of ſpirit he was wader while the tempratioa was 
upon hin (and therefore were far from judging that he feigned him- 
ſelf mad, but rather that ſuffering ſuch terrours, he was even diſtra» 
Qed , Pſal. 88. x5.) yet knowing how the name of the Lord was 
blaſphemed, and ſeeing that Scripture Fey, 20. 10. verified in ſome 
from whom better things were expeRted , and conſidering how grice 
youſly ſuch impatient turnings from the Lord were aggravated in 
him , who had ſpoken ſo long and openly in lvs name; The Church 
judged they were bound to wait on the Lord in ſeparating bim 
from the congregation for ſome conſiderable time , to ſee what 
fruite would farther demonſtrate his repentance to be ſuch as was 
not to berepented off. And therefore though during this cenſure 
he ſeveral times addreſſed himſelf to the Church , tendering ftill the 
knowledg of the Lords going on to humble and abaſe him for his 
iniquity to the duſt, and many feared he would be ſwallowed up with 
oyer-much heavineſs , yet held they him under that excluſion from 
memberſhip, from che third day of che twelfth month , oy ins 
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(when he was withdrawn from) ill the 1 2 day of the 4 month 
1656. and from thence till the 28 day of the zo month following, 


they imployed him not fully tro miniſter in all the ordinances of - 


Chriſt as formerly. At that time menciozed, the 1 2 ofthe 4 month, 
the Church received him again a5 a member , when each member, 
(2nd the Accuſer particularly for himle!?, 25s hath been aid) wit- 
nefſed full fatisfaRtion in the truch of his repentance, and renewed 
their love ro him, And whereas che Accuſer ſaichythat in teſtimoay 
of diſfacisf3 ion at him, he acver fate down with them afterward ar 
the Lords cable z itis nor detyed, bu: that abour that time, and on- 
ward,the Acculer grew remifle and negligent in that, as he did in all 
cther as of viſible fellowſhip with Ged , confefſiag bur a lictle 
before his departure, chat the world and relations had drawn him 
aſide ; bur that he did abRaine from the Lords table as a teſtimony 
againſt any counterfeiting eicher madae(s or repegcance ; he never 
ſpake in the leaſt, as can-be found, ro any member. 

Whether cherefore the Accuſer was not juftly chargeable with 
. evill, forrunning up and dows , diſplaying all that he could finde 
againſt this member , himſelf haviog teſtified ſo amply his fatisfa- 
Qion in his repentance , after the Church had witneſſed o fairhfully 
agaiolt his fin , and this on purpoſe co render him and the Church 
odiour, 2s indulging ſuch iniquity, let the (incere judges 

.  Acenſer. 

I. He cryes dowa the publick miniſtry for t: king of Tyrthes , 
when as ſhortly after that his brethrea had admitted him to their 
communion and fellowſhip,he tells them, that unleſs they would en- 
cage to him 3 © pounds by the year, he would leave chem. 

Anſwer. 

Two things the ignorant young Chriſtian is invized to take up 
from this ſhort accuſation for truth, Firſt , char this man did ac 
left effay ro indent with his brethrea for 30 |. per aw. or elſe 
would leaye them. Secondly , that his ſo doing dorth jultifie the 
a2tional minidry in their taking Tythes, or ac leaft condemneth him 
for teſtifying againſt ir, The whole rruch of the former appeareth to 


have been thus 3 that a m:mber (peaking to him , at a time , about 


his being fully ſer apart from other imploymenc to the work of the 
miiftry by the Church ; he replyed cothis eff: that he thought 
he ihould noryeild to ic, for char he (hould expeR a greater main- 


tegance , thea that Church could well proyide for him (as che caſe 
fe. ] 2 8 ſtood 
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ftood with them) which,ſaid be, S609 be leſs then 30 /, per aunums 
but ſpake nothing of his leaving them. 

This Member having occaſion to ſpeak ſomething concerning him 
ro the Church, related this paſſage , which he (being preſent) ac= 
- knowledged was from a temptation, Bur put the caſe he had mide 
this reaſonable Propoſal, it had in the whole amounted to thus 
much : A Paſtor of a Church (as he is called) having a family,de- 
mands of the flock of Chriſt, to whoſe ſervice he is called, 30 /. 
per annum. as that, ſhort of which he cannot , with bis family ſub. 
fiſt among them. If this motion be juſtifizble , then the Miniſtery 
of this Naticn muſt cot be teſtified againſt, for compelling by Law 
their Tythts and large Revenues, from perſons whom they judge were 
never fitted by the Lord for Communion as a Churchin all the O:= 
dinances of the Goſpel : this is one of the Accuſer *s rational infe» 
reACC%, | 

Acenſer. 

I. He & anetorious lyer , that makes little conſcience of big 
word, and bath reported many untruths touching the publick. 
Minifters of Tivercon ; nay, juſtifieth h1mſelf in lyes when ve- 
proved. There was a young man who wrote notes after Mr. 
Lowman preaching upon the Doitrine of the Covenant in Tiver- 
ton 2 which notes this young man delivered to one of the Anas 
baptiſis, who gave them to William F:cy, Within three or four 
days aſter, this young man came to.William Facy, aud demanded 
theſe Notes : which he plainly and preſmmptuouſly denies,ſaying, 
he had them not : but William Facy withdrawing the room, the 
young man eſpies theſe Notes onthe Table. and takes them into 
his band : NVVilam Facy comes in , and perceiving the Notes 
in bis hand, takes the Notes by force out of bis bawd. When 
the young manreported this ro ſome of his Friends, VViliam 
Facy comes to this young man, and calls him Lyer , before bu 
HMafter, (the young man being then a Seruant*) but the young 
man produced another to teſtifie the truth of this matter ,, who. 
was with bim at William Facy 's Howſe , and beard him de- 
»y the Sermon- Notes. Afterward Mr. Lowman, meeting 
with William Facy, reproved him for lying + William Fa- 
cy, tojuſtifie bimſelf, tells Mr. Lowman, That the young man 
had cleared him in thes matter, before his Maſter : which be- 
ing examined was found a Lye, So here were three lyes: 1+ -= 
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' denies the Notes : 2. he denies A. he did deny them + 2}, be 
«firms that the yeung man had cleared him:which were all falſe, 
Several untruths hath Willizm Facy reported z which wpon ex- 
amination bath plainly and clearly appeared ſoto be : yet they 
continue him to be their Paſtor. 
eAnſwer. | | 

Who would not think by what is ſaii, but, 3. That the Accuſes 
had from hence a very good ground to leave us , or at leaft a yery 
o6od evidence to clear himſelf from our ſecond head of marter in 
charge againſt him , could he have obtained liberty to ſpeak for hiz- 
felf 2 2. That this Wi:Niam Facy hath very many cimes, been had 
upon examination , about notorious lyes , toucking the Miniſters in 
Tiverton, and otherwiſe z and. juſtifies himſelf , when convicted, 
3. That he was urqueſtienably found in three in one matter. The 
deceic of the former infinuation appears by this , That whatever is. 
pretended to made out in this his ample ſtory , was all cranſacted 
fince the time that the Accuſer lefc us, and was rejeded by us ; and 
therefore came too late for his juſt vindication, in the matter for 
which the Church proceeded with him © but (till Chews him to be as 
che raging Sea far cangor reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
dirr, For the ſecond thing ſuggeſted , if the fingle affirmations of 
ſuch a ſ12nderous perſon, withour any particular inftanc:s or further 
proof , fhill have any weight with the ſober to faſten ſuch- charges, 
thea how can the yery generation of the Juſt tiznd, in man's day, be» 
forcenvy ? Reaſon will prompe the indifferent Reader ro ſuppoſe, 
that were there indeed at hand , proofs focleer upon examination of 
thoſe horrible impieties and injuries done the Miniſters of Tiver- 
tay, we ſhould have had themitiſerted , as more pregnant to his. 
buſineſs, 2nd notorious then this of the Lad *s ; that the Reader is: 
at 'arge iaformed int: which upon the belt light we can obrain , a» 
mounts to no more then this 3 There was a Sermon it ſeems preach'd: 
in Tiverton, about Infants right co the Covenant, which had a very 
\ great ſimilitude to, and agreemeart (to ſay no more ) both in matcer 
and form with the Accufers formerly digeſted and much fludied me- 
dizations on the ſame ſubjeQ above examined. The Notes: of this 
Sermon, were by a Memper (with Mr. Lowman's conſent) delivered: 
to the perſon accuſed , and he engage3 to deliver them -into that 
Members hand agaio, as purpohing to give.ſome Apimadyerfions on 


Very- 
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Very ſhortly there came two youths to his houſe, neither of 
them known to him by face;one of which demanded ſach notes 
fcom him,as being his, milliam Facy denyed the giving them 
co him, told him he could nor have them ; the lads imporiuni- 
Ly grew fo y_ upon him, as. wou:d admit neither of denyal cr 
delay : at length, ner remembring where he had layd them, 
and { as the lad ſayth ) ſaying, he hadthem nor ar preſent : 
while he went intoa chamber to {cekrhem,the lad foundthem 
among other papers on the cable : when the youths were 
gone , they reported , that he had faid, he had them nor 
19 his houſe at preſent : about which whey the. youth thar 
claimed them, was examined before his Mr, after he was 
intwo or twree tales, as his Mr, ill acknowledgeth, and wit- 
nefled ir lately in one of our hearing ( who publiſh this) as 
well as before other witnefles, The ſnm 1s, put caſe #/lliaw Fa- 
cy,as the lad reporterhydid ſay,he had them not at preſent, therby 
intending, he had them not at hand, nor remembred whereto 
finde them at preſent ; and the Lad underſtood, he meant by 
the words, that he had them: not in the howſe at preſent: It there 
be nor lefc in the reaſon of men,or love of Chriſt, a way for the 
ſerious reader to reconcile thele things, without our farthes en» 
larging, or to accommodate them ro a more charitable conſiru» 
Rion and concluſien,then the Accuſer dorh,the buſineſs ſhal be 
left to his cenſure.Only let ic be underſtood,to be far from us to 
excuſe or plead for a willing nſe of ſuch equivecal terms 1n any 
caſes,as may leave the party to whom w2 expreſs our minds un- 
der a temptation , toſuppoſe otherwiſe then in the plaineſt 
ſence ſeems to be intended : and we have good ground to be- 
leeve, our accuſed friend wag nor at this time under this 
temptation, . 

Accuſer, 


Tet they themſelves have given it wnder their hands , that he 
wit fit ts manage a diſcourſe to vindicate their prattiſe and way, in 
which they now walk, ; for there was a diſpute appointed betwixt Mr. 
Lowman, avd Mr; William Facy , which was occafroned by ſome 
oppoſition from he Anabapriſts ix Bampron, where William Facy 
ard his followers cane and oppoſed Mr, Lowman in the T wlpit , who 


entertained ſome diſconrſe with him before the congregations ry 
: - Fen 
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then referred it t0 aday of publick, diſpute. The Queſtion to be ae- 
bated, was, Wihecher the infants of beleevers were covenant: 
But Mr. William Facy being deſirous to new fate the queſtion, came 
zo Mr, Lowmans howſe , and in the preſence of ſeveral, ſwore upon 
the faith of a Chriſtian , that the queſtion to be diſcourſed, was not 
whether infants were in Covenant, but, whether infancs 
wereto be baptized: where you may ſee , that ſuch as make little 
conſcience what they ſay, will make little conſcience what they ſwear, 
Mr, Lowman Feproving him for ſwearing. told him, that the qneſt i- 
on to be diſcourſed, ſhould be given under each others hand, and if 
he deſired to-have the queſtion ſo fated, ut ſhould bedone; the time 
and place was appointed, the queſtion ſtated , given in writing ; the 
Anabaptilts willing ro wave the buſineſs , imployed a modeſt man of 
their own party,one Mr. Nathaniel Strange,with ſome others of their 
brethren, of which Thomas Glaſs was one, to come and treat with 
Mr, Lowman, jx order to wave the diſpute : Mr. Lowman deſired 
to know the reaſon of their retreat : they told him,becauſe William 
FacCy was uwcapable to manage ſuch an undertaking, Mr, Low- 
man asked, if they would give it under their hands : which accor« 
dingly they did, and: ſubſcribed it in the name of the reſt of their bre= 
threw, upon which the diſpute was prevented, yet notwithſtanding Mr, 
William Facy their Paſi or 

eAnſwer, 

Being led back again toa ſtory in 1655, by it his ignorant 
young Chriſtian is expoſ-d,if he be diſpoſed, to beleeve, 

I. That though the Arabaptiſts hold this wlliaw Facy fir 
,enough co be their Paſtor,yet they have given under their hand, 
chat he is nor fitto manage a diicourſe to vindicnte their pra- 
Qiſe and way, 

2, That he isan open ſwearer, and further diſcovered to 
be a lyar, 

3. Thatthe Anabajtiſts { a feeble flock) were lorely put ro 
a very ſhamefull retreat from an appointed diſpntation with 
Mr, Lowman, and lo a great advantage on Mr, Lowmans fide 
Was prevented, 

This publick examination of Mr. Lowman art Bampton y CCCt- 
fioned by ſome very terrible flouriſhes he had made alittle be- 
fore in his preaching upon the point of infant-baptiſm , drew 
on the appointivg a further day for a publick difpnre: in _ ich 

utrys. 
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hurry, the queſtion was nor ſoclearly and diſtinly Rated, to. 
the apprehenhion of either, bur chat each ( while he thought he 


took, it ſcems ) mittook the others meaning, and reported ya- 
riouſly ; hence was the meeting at Mr, Lowmans honle, to find 


cut and c<Ribe the miſtake 3 wherethe conference was mara= # 


ged with much confidence and ſeeminz aflurance, that che one, 
and nat the other was inthe right , though in this variety , fo 
that meckneſs and moderation was not called for, berween 
them ; neither coplid erdinarily, yea and nay , gee but a liule 
way: being both in this hear, its poſſible william Facy averced 
It, inthe faich of a Chrittiap, Ofchis, they char are quick at the 
obſervation of our failings, eive teltimony, and that Mr, Low- 
:an reproved it: undoubredly if this were done vainly and 
raſhly, andnot ipjudgmenr,ccuth and righteouſneſs, it was an 
evil worthy to be reproved, and the Lord will humble himin 
the ſence of it, burthe Accuſers Paraphiaſt on it mult paſs as an 
inference of his own violence, which we leave with his other re- 
proaches to the Lord, Well, che queltion was agreed nnto in 
wriciog in the interval ( for chere was ſome long time ſer cill 
the diſpuce ſhould be ) it pleaſed che Lord,for our and his hum- 


' bliog, co ler that forementioned- great iniquity of his to break 


our upon him; whereupon the Church, as hath been ſaid, pro- 
ceeded againſt him, ſuſpended him from the exerciſe of his gifc 
;n any publick ſervice, denying bim alſo communion in the bo- 
dy 3 by mans whereof they w-re ( and well might be ) ata 
loſe about che manner of carrying on the appointed diſputation, 
which eicher he muſt be lefr to manage a'one wichour any 
countenance or conjunRion of rheirs,vr elſe ſome other by Mr. 
Lowmans conſent muſt ſupply his place in thac appointment, or 
otherwiſe ſome way of treaty for che ceflation of ir for the 
time. Theformer could not be thought any way expedient, 
and therefore two orthree breth en were defired co confer 


with M-r.Lowmar enter about exchanging his antagoniſt,or wa-. 


ving the diſpu:e forthe time : the reſult of which modelt con- 
ference, was the mutual ſubſcription of the inwritten paper, 
Whereas there was intended a diſpute betwixt Mr Lowman and Mr, 
Facy, it z #pon ſome weighty conſiderations diſappointed, and broken 
off. (1) We doe not eye it as the work of our day, to permit the 
work of the Lord to ceaſe , while we leave it , and ſpend onr m_ 

| that 
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that which 5: like to twrnto ſo little account. (2,) Mr, Pacy: 
through ſome more then ordinary, providence , u for preſent rendred 
utterly nncapable for ſuch an rendertaking. 3.Vet it hath been offered, 
that 'onr retreat ih thy may be without manifeſt diſadvantage upon 
the catoſe and treth of Chriſt, that if Mr, Lowman wenld either de- 
fer the tim wntell Mr, Facy might be capable for ſnch a work, or de- 
fire or challenge it from any other bands , it would be accejted , and 
either he or [fre other ſhould 'bt appointed to meet with him, and an- 
ſwer hinih bis deſire or challenge. But Mr.Lowman weighing the 
little advintage which may redognd to any by ſuch diſputes ,,,a1 alſo 
deforing peace, not loving diſtance or dift urbance , ſeeing Mr, Facy 
& for preſent diſabled, who-was to meet with him, is willing alſo, the 
whole buſineſs may be waved and layd aſide, In tchen of wy con- 
ſent unto this your motion, ! hereto ſet my hand, 
Feb.15.1655, _- | 
Forteſcue Lowman, 


From which at ficſt ſight, things rightly conſideredthe ſerious 
will jadge, (1.) That thar fall of his which then diſabled 
bim from being judged a ſucable diſpucranc with Ar. Lowman, 
did beforehand diſable him from ftanding as a member in com- 
munion, much more as Paſtor in that Church, (2) And 
thar it doth not now follow , bur chat che grace that hath re- 
ſtored him co be a m:mber, andenabled him again co improve 
his gift of grace to edificariop, may alſo ſufficiently enable him 


to anſwer co My. Lownmans defires,if need be, and they yer re-_ 


main wich him, to vindicate the way and praRtiſe that we walk 
In. Asalſo ( 3.) That though Mr, Lowmin was treated with- 
all by us, yer had he ceaſons alſo of his own, leading himto a 
willingneſs to lay thac diſpncation aſide, 
. Accuſer. | 
I wiſh that the plain hearted\ among them , would but ſeriouſly 
confder , whether they can poſſibly expett 4 bleſſing from heaveng 
ander ſuch a mans minifter) , whoſe courſe Thave a little hinted to 
you : and judge you, whether 1 have not canſe to withdraw where 
ſach iniquity it indulged. 
Anf) wer, E 
. Here you have his conclufion with liam Facy, and now up» 
efiche whole of whar is aid, cicher it d:upce or defence of 
Tuned ned oy Ko 10 1>"hit 
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him (thongh we might ſay be { HA in the words of t1uth 
and ſoberneſs ) it would appear that the man 1s a poor finner, 
thar ſtands in dayly need of his Saviour, compafled abonc wich 
weakneſſes, temprations, and tribulations of all kindes : with- 
ont are fizhrings, withinare fears : whoſe footſteps are waich- 
ed, and the iniquicy of thern wriccen in his forehead, who was 
left for a ſeaſon under the power of the Tempter, fell in z grie- 
yons manner ;' was ſharply rebnked of God, ſeverely cenſured 
'by the Chorch, to the breaking of his bones , ſo that be hath 
neirher the perfeRion ef the fleſh, nor the honor of the world 
left him roglory in, And yet being gratiouſly delivered by 
Love, and upheld by Divine power from periſhing by (in, or 
ſinking, is at length brought ont ro declare the Lords praiſe in 
the middeſt of hi: Church,who being a poor plain deſpiſed peo- 
ple, abherring the indulgence of inzquity , and Not judging af- 
ter outward appearance, bur righteous judgment z finding that 
God hath humbled timro theduſt, remembripg that they 
alſo themſclves are compaſſed with infirmities, and liable tobe 
rempred; have renewed their love toward him, and can 
comfortably wait upon the Lord, and their waiting is 
not in vain in the Lord, for a bleffing on the faichfull Ia- 
bours of him and others ( deſpiſed ) like unto him, rhough 
yet they have not clearneſs to appoint him co Paliorſhip 1n 
a way of office, as the Accuſer falſly repeateth often as if they 
bad done, Accaſer. 

The'third particular of my charge is, for charging ſome of the A* 
nabaptilts with denying Magiſtrates, and the negletting of Family- 
dutier,and inging of P[alms let me tell you 1 do met charge yeu with- 
ont 4 cauſe, fo theſe things abound in you at that rate , that [eeing 
you and ſin will not part , you and 1 muſt part ; and though ſome of 
Jon are dear to. me, whims I truſt the Lord will convince m hu 
de time : jet the Lord Ieſua is neerer ard dgarer , whoſe communi- 
on I muſt, and through grace do prize before yours: had you and 1 
cantinued, its to be Fart , the Lord and Iſhculd have parted; for 
while I ſat under your miniſtery , I could never find that bleſſing 
which I have found from that Miniſter you deſpiſe. That tenderneſs 
which the Lord wrought upon wy ſpirit by the publick, Miniſtery be- 
fore 1 came among yougdid much decay,while 1 continued with you 
and therefore it is no ſmallmercygthat the Lord hathbrought me from 

Jon Anprtre 
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Tha: which he calls the third particular of our Charge, for 
charging ſome of the Anabaptifts, &c, was thus far worthy to be 
1xid before him in the iniquicy of ir, thar he had openly and very flag- 
derouſly afficmed concerning us in the gerera! , that we denied Mae 
itrates, denied family-ducties, denicd finging of P{lms. &#G. and 
on this ground had left us. The introduRtion to his Defence , is fil- 
led with ſuch flouriſhes and inveCtives , as either we meet with, 
and ſpeak uoto elfewhere, or will be beſt anſwered by commir- 
ting cur Cauſe co him chat judgeth righteouſly, VVe come 
therefore to confider what he faich in the particulars , for hing- 
ſelf, : 


Accnſer, 

T. For denjing the power of Magiſtrates , it's notoriouſly 
known to many good people is Tivercon, how you have cages 4t 
the Magiſtracy there, for excenting their power upon Sabbath- 
breakers aud Duahers, yea, you confeſſed it, and pleaded it a- 
gains me, as many of my Friends can teſtifie » when I charged 
you with it, affirming, that Magiſtrates had nothing to do with 


Quakers. 
Anſwer. 


He publickly and falfly accuſeth us, that we deny the power of 
Magiftrates, or (as he alſo phraſeth ir) we deny Magnotes : his 
prov is, It's notoriouſly known, we have carped at them for exe- 
enting their power on Sabbath breakers and Quakers. We 
have 1n great part declared above, and fill do, That we abhor the 
in»putation of denying the power of Magiſtrates in puniſhing, eyil- 
doers : though withal we ſay , That it will be an hard task eo uni- 
dercake the juſtification of all rke ations of perſons in Magiltracy, 
who may preſumeto ſmite and impriſon, in execution of elion and 
lu}, and not of Law : and that ſuch things , and ſoated, whe- 
ther againſt Quakers , or any other People, ave not ogely lament- 
able, but moſt abominabie. Ag to matters relating to the Cog- 
ſcience, and what Power the Magiſtrace may exerciſe ia char re- 
ſpeQ, we leave the Acculer for 1nfwer to the publick Elifts of th 
Magiſtracy it ſelf , without which, the SeRt ro which the Accufer is 
joyned, can claim no more Pciviledge in England , Scatland,' and 
Ireland, thea any other Set or party of Peopl: powenng 
K 2 on 
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him ( thoongh we might ſay be C0 in the words of tiuth 
and ſoberneſs ) it would appear that the man is a poor finner, | 
thac lands in dayly need of his Saviour, compafled abont with 
weaknefſes, temprations, and cribulaions of all kindes : with- 
ont are fightings, wichinare fears : whoſe fooiſteps are warch- 
ed, and the iniquicy of then wriccen in his forehead, who was 
left for a ſeaſon under the power of the Temprer, fell in 2 gric- 
yon? manner ;' was ſharply rebnked of God, ſeverely cenſured 
-by the Chorch, co the breaking of his bones ; ſo that be bath 
neirher the perfeionef the fleſh, nor the honor of the world 
left him coglory in, And yer being equa | delivered by 
Love, and mpheld by Divine power from periſhing by fin, or 
ſinkidz, is at length brought ont to declare the Lords praiſe in 
the middeſt of hi; Church,who being a poor plain deſpiſed peo- 
ple, abherring the indulgence of iniquity , and not judging af= 
ter outward appearance, bur righteous judgment z finding that 
God hath humbled himro theduſt, remembripg that they 
alſo themſclves are compaſſed with infirmities, and liable to be 
rempred; have renewed their love toward him, and can 
comfortably wait upon the Lord, and their waiting is 
not in vain in the Lord, for a bleffing on the faichfull la- 
bonrs of him and others ( deſpiſed) like unto him; rhongh 
yet they have not clearneſs to appoint him co Paſiorſhip 1n 
a way of cffice, as the Accuſer falſly repeateth often as ifthey 
had done, Accaſer. | 
The third particular of my charge is, for charging ſome of the A« 
habaptiſts with denying Magiſtrates, and the negletting of Family- 
duties,and ſinging of P[almslet me tell you 1 do met charge ycu with- 
ont a cauſe, for theſe things abound in you at that rate , that ſering 
you and ſin will net part , you and I muſt part ; and thuwgh ſome of 
Jon are dear to me, when I truſt the Lord will . convince mm his 
de time : jet the Lord Ieſus is neerer and dgarer , whoſe communi» 
on 1 muſt, and through grace do prize befora yours: had you ard 1 
continued, its to be Pas » the Lord and Iſhould have parted; for 
while I ſat under your miniſftery , 1 could never find that bleſſing 
which I have found from that Miniſter y you deſpiſe. That tenderneſs 
which the Lord wrought upon wy ſpirit by the publick, Miniſter be» 
fore 1 came among yougdid much decaywhile 1 continued with you 
and therefore it is no ſmall mercygthat the Lord hath brought me from 
Jon . Anþver, 
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Anſwer. | 
Tha: which he calls the third particular of our Charge, for 
charging ſome of che Anabaptifts, gc. was thus far worthy to be 
1xid before him in the iniquity of ir, that be had openly and very flan- 
decouſly affirmed concerning us in the gerera! , that we denied Ma» 
giltrates, denied family-ducies, denicd finging of Plalms. &G. and 
on this ground had left us, The introduQtion to his Defence , is fil- 
ſed with ſuch flouriſhes and inveCtives , as either we meet with, 
_ and ſpeak uotoelfewhere, or will be beſt anſwered by commit» 
ting cur Cauſe co him chat judgeth righteouſly, VVe come 
cherefore to confider what he faich in the particulars, for hiag- 
ſelf, | . 
Accnſer, 

1. For denying the power of Magiſtrates , it's notoriouſly 
known to many good people in Tiverton, how you have carped at 
the Magiſtracy there, for executing their power pou Sabbath- 
breakers and Duakers, yea, you confeſſed it, and pleaded it a- 
gainſs me, as many of my Friends can teſtifie, when I charged 
you with it, affirming, that Magiſtrates had nothing to do with 


rt Anſwer. 


He publickly and falfly accuſeth us, that we deny the power of 
Magiltrates, or (as he alſo phraſeth it) we deny ws 0M : his 
proof is, It's notoriouſly known, we have carped at them for exe- 
emting their power on Sabbath-breakers and Quakers, We 
have 18 great part declared aboye , and fill do, That we abhox the 
imputation of denying the power of Magiftrates in puniſhing eyil- 
doers : though withal we ſay , That it will be an hard task ro un- 
dercake the juſtification of all the a@ions of perſons in Magiltracy, 
who may preſumeto ſmite and impriſon, in execution of paſſion and 
lu, and not of Law : and that ſuch things , and ſoaQted , whe- 
ther againſt Quakers , or any other People, are not orely lament- 
able, bur moſt abominab'e. As to matters relating to the Cog- 
ſcience, and what Power the Magiſtrate may exerciſe ia chat re- 
ſpeR, we leave the Acculer for fe: co the publick E1ifts of th2 
Magiſtracy it ſelf , without which, the Sect ro which the Accufer is 
joyned, can claim no more Pciviledge in England , Scatland,' and 
Ireland, then any-other Set or party of People prong 
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Religion by che Magiſtrate allowed. | 

We utterly rejz& what he ſoggefis about Sabbath-breakers, as 
not having the leaſt colour of Truth g of which , hadthere been the 
leaft prerence to have falined ic upon any,ſomewhat would have been 
faid, to render us odious ard liable co puniſhment in this Pamphlec, 
or at the Meeting aboveſaid, preceding his re 3:Rioa , where he was 
got backward to load us with whatever ignominy he could bring, to 
bear on us, or the way wherein we be, | 

Touching the Quakers , what teſtimony we ho'd up agaialt their 
principles is very well knowa to this Accuſrr, and divers good 
people in Tiverton , and cliwere : what meaſure they have found 
in that town , and by whoſe violent importunary and isftigation ic 
hath beea execu;ed; whether to the ſatisf:Rion in point of conſcience 
of ſome that did it , or whether even ccrftrained to doe it beyord 
a voluntary incligation z what compaſſions and complaints it occa» 
fiofed in many good people in that place (that are neither Anabaps 
tiſts nor Quakers) are not things urknowa there, Th= day may 
ſooh enough declare it in other places, we julging it not now our 
work to {zy any thing uncoit, 

Accuſer. 

2. For negletting familj»duties,you cannot without ons way. 
ſay that 1 wrong jou in charging the neglelt of it wpon Jon, Being 
crnſcions to your ſelves that many of your families cafl not upon 
God , which I can confidently affirme upon my own perſoual 
knowledg , when I walksd with you ; beſides when [ ebarged you 
with it, you affirmed that it was 4 mans liberty,not his duty to 
pray in his family, as my friends canteſftifie wha were then 


preſext. 
Anſwer. 
What his falie accuſation about chis matter was , and our defence 
therein, are manifeſted aboye , to which we refer the Reader. 
Accuſer. 
J, For mglifting to fing Pſalmos , an ordinance of Chrif, 
you never performed this duty in your aſſemblies : but when 1 
charged yor with this, you affirmed it tobe no better then bal- 
lads, as ms) friends canteſtifies 
#[wer. 
_ How wrongfully our denying this (as he preſeated it at firſt) yo 
laye 
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layed to our charge, may appeare by what hath bees ſaid already to 
that point, Touching the uncom'y' compariſon that one of our 
friends it ſeems made between the tranflation of Davids Plalmes , 
by Sterwho/d and Hopkins , (confideting the many additions to, 
and ſubtraRtions from the- word comnke it ſpeak in rychme and 
meter ) and the Ballads of che Book of Fob ; whatever 'might be 
ſayed touching the harmleſs uſe of che word heretofore, the Canri® 
cles being in ſome ancient tranflations of the Bible, enticled Ba/lad 
of Ballads , yer we utterly diſapprove of the expreſſion, and con- 
demmne it, 3s bring unfavory xnd off-afive 2 nevertheleſs herein may be 
oblerved the! accuſers perfeRion in the arc of ſlander, mulciplying to 
calumgiate , ſomething -will tick , fathering the failings of any per= ' 
ſon upon the whole paſty and way, whether owned by chem or dif+ 
owned : being alſo afore-nand with inveRives and falſhoods of ſuch 
a nature as will require time and other helps to remoye z and in the 
jacerim che-{]ander paſlzch for a crith- ,- and the flenderer for a man 
that hath done notable good ſervice'in making difcoyeries'to the en= 
quiring world. Ef Hts BSE TL IIOOTY 
Accuſere 

I come tothe fortrth aud laſt particular of my charge for 
abuſing my father , but whether by ward or deed , or in what 
manner, you gave me no account : but ſure I am, If Iwcre guil- 
ty of ſuch a thing, you never reprowed me. 1 muff confeſs that 
when ] walked with you, through your inſtigation I took, wp 
many bard thoughts bub of my father and mather , beeaufe 
they labonred to convince me of mine eryony, y:4 and [ left 
my fathers bonſe upon this wary account , as 1 have hinted bes» 
fore, but threugh mercy the Lord bath ſrewed me my evill in 
fo doing , yet you were never the people that admoniſhed me all 
the while I walked with yu, But now jou alt as if you would 
rejojee, rf you conld take m7 any thing to reproch mt, and ſet 
variance betwixt the father and the fox. 

Anſwer. Yves ante 

Here to avoid the ſapnof.ion of his being- any way gwlcy'farther 
then he might father ic upoa the Church , he impoteth upon «he 
Reader thele things 2 


(t.) That the many hard thoughts he had of his father and mo- 
ther 
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ther labouring to cofiyuace him of bis errour, were through this peo- 
ples inſtigation. 

(2,) That upon this yery account of their inftigation , ic-was,thar . * 
he left his fathers houſe. 

(3+) Thar they neyec reproved or admoniſhed him for any evyill 
of this kinde, | 

(4+) Thar we rejayce to forge and take up any thing that may 
reproach him, and let yariance betwixt the father and the (og, 

That through our iaſtigations he (hould have ſuch thoughts , as 
it's but berely afficmed by bim. fo ic may ſuffice that the thing is de- 
nycd and aborted by us, as that which is beneath civilicy,and much 
mote beneath. Chuſtianicy 3 that any cccafion of our inftigation 
brought bim to forſake his fachers houſe, is an evident falſhood, 
there having been former differences berwixt his father in Law (that 
married with his mother) and him. On a time, about his beginning 
to profeſs the cruch we walk inghis ſaid father in law , being greatly 
offended with him , required him to depart from his houſe : after 
which paſſion was over, hedelired his father in law's leaye to depart 
by conſent z which he obtained accordingly ; whiles he walked 
with us , indeed his deportment to his parents , was much as he 
reporteth , but it is ready co be made good by many wicaeſſeſs , that 
bis uncomly behaviour in this kinde , being a great gricf ro us, was 
ofcen reproved by ſeyeral , both brethrea and (ters , as occafion 
preſented. Burt in the caſe before us , which we had this time in 
charge agaieſt him, his reyilings were of his wives father and mo- 
ther , who not complying wich fome deſires of his about his mar- 
riage as he expeRed , reprochfully ſaid of his father in law , that 
he was an old knave, and that his mother in law was a ſerpent 
that lay ia bis boſom 3 of which being reproved by a (ilter that heard 
it from him , he gave no other ſatisfaQion , then thisg he thought he 
ſhould finde them ſuch. He was afterward reproved forit by « 
brother , but then ſtood in the deayal of ir « which being brought 
before the Church , with evidence of the truth thereof , they then 


-by meflengers did more ſolemnly exhort him to repent of ſuch ini- 


__ he manifeſted not any, but rather a ſtubborn ſpirit. Then 
was both his railing and lyipg judged worthy with the reſt tobe layd 
before him , if peradyenture the Lord would give him repentance. 
Our unwillingneſs to have theſe things made publick , that he m__ 
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be brought to a ſeace of his evill , wichout ſuch an occaſion of dife 
cord betwixt the father and the ſon, was one main reaſon, why we 
had a defire to haye had him apart from the multitude ia the timze of 
our proceedings with him in the Church t and it is no (mall grief, 

that we are cocftrained to ſay thus much of him now ; yer he hath 

compelled us to lerall men know how far we are free from the hor- 

rible things he cbargeth ſo maliciouſly oa us, 

TS % — F ys 

But I been puilty of every (yllavle of which you charge 
me with , bow can wo 2 t nf IPRS ? The Truh ff - 
Thomas Glaſs made many ſad jhifts to mince the matter , 
when he was deſired to make forth, wherein [bad buen 
owilty of blaſphemy : but let all modeſ# ſober Chriftians 
judge, whether that which lies inthe bottoms be not nsy deſeaver- 
ing thiir wickedxeſs, and withdrawing from tham «- tbough 
1 could not in Conſcience continue longer with them, when Gd 
ſaid, Come out from among them ; which makes them to forge 
ſomething againſt me ; and let the Reader judge where lies the 
guilt. « 
Anſwer. ) 

For anſwer to what he ecquires about blaſphemy he is referred to 
what is ſaid above : upon the whole , the modeſt ſober Chriſtian is 
called in by him,ta give judgzment 2 ro whom allo we gladly ſubmic 
the conſideration of che premiſes > Whether a perſon ſo abundaacly 
diſcoyering a raſh, perſecuting, revengeſul Spirit z heaping up ſuch 
falſhoods and mil: repreſen:ations, on the Way, ona the whole Cone 
gregation g on the Member waom he had forgiven, ( his own neer 
Relations not eſcaping bim ) under pretecfions of a jult Ground to. 
lz»ye us, were not juſtly preeceded withalg and (after all due 
mears, found chflinnce and irreconcilable) cur off and rejzRed from 
the Congregation. . 
| Acculer. 

Thus have ] given you a brief Narrative of the Prixciples 
and Praftices of theſe Anabaptiſis , having walked with rhoms 
and tried them : and lihewiſt an acconnt of God 's graztens 
dealing, in brivging me frem th:m , to attend the publick Mint- 
flery; and of their usjuſt proteedrngs againſt me in this mat- 
. ber, If the good Lord make it nſcful for th! god of any poor 


ont, 
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ſonl,towndeceive him, and bring him irtothe way of God, or to 
prevent any from departing ont of God's way, 1ſhall rejoyee, ſo 
that God may not loſe bis Glory , nar any of hig people loſe their 
comfort « which if youw'tender, be ſurt to prize thoſe ways in 
which'you received the firſt Convittion , left you one day lie 
down in ſorrow, for going away from God, and from the ſtriving 
of bis Spirits Les me aih you that have withdrawn from that 
AMeniftery, to whom ye can ſay, We are your work, of the Lord , 
have yow the ſame tenderneſs, the ſame affecf:1ons to God, that 
you onee had in former days ? are not theſe much decayed? O re- 
rwrn from whengt you are fallen, and repent ! And now 1 (hall 
conclude , * by giving the Reader anacconnt of the ſad experi» 
ente that I bave bad, in two yeers digriſſion fromthe pablick 
Mintftery it Tiverton, which God did at firft bleſs to the awake» 
ang of my font. - ooo net bo ne, | 
| Anſwer. | | 
As he draws towards his Concluſion \ - you have the Applicatiod 
of his miſerable DoRtrines after he hath , with ſome flattering inſinut» 
ations, beſpoke the farther attention of his igaoranc young Uhriltian 
(as he calls bim in his Title-page ) That now he may give a tefti- 
mony of his fixed enmity to the” way he was in , and thew far- 
ther what Oracle ke hath conſulted with , and what Spiric he is of; 
he adyencures on the houſe topy in the ſight of the Sun (under the co- 
verts of his two yeers ſad experience ) to caſt upon ths way of the 
Lordgzand them that walk therein, - ſuch horrible reproaches , as the” 
thoughts of Temperance, Righteouſneſs, and Judgement tocome, 
would have made him cremble at ; having, though ſeemingly, aim:d 
atthem in Tevertoy therein, yer ſo ſhoc,as may indiff. rently reach all 
them anywhere thax ſerve the Lord Jeſus Chriſt under that-name of 
reproach. h oy 4. p/:1 
Under all which', 2s a part of our Crown , we could quieilyfit 
down, and pray, Lord lay it wot to bis charge : Father, 
fergive kim, be knoweth not r-bat be doth : appealing for 
our Vindication to the Conſcieaces of all ſerious, unbyfled, and 
unprejudiced Chriſtians , that have caſted our DoRrine, and ob» 
ſeryed our- walkinos in the three Nations , whether the things be 
fo, or.nay ; _ and fo leaye it ro the God and Father of the Spirics of 
all fleſh , who is coming out to paſs righteous judgemed in all "- 
| = 


. % 
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' Egſes forhis people.chat wair for him. Bur yerfor their falces. 
Che bock who being i _ obs. ay br age to be ofs 
ſended at ſich aa impudent © _— b few animad- 
yerfions on the two or three firſt rings he f z the reſt" being ſich 
wretched falſhoods as we abhor the wer of; and deliyered in 
fuch general cermes, withaut any particudar fiance, wherein it is 
poſſible to trace bins, we reckon'not worthy any ocher EIN 07 20 

thats Pſab. 120. 2,3,4, and 52, 7,4. 

-  Acch{er. 

i. Ido notremember that I have Bad one rorvittin, RY 
der all the ſermons which 1 heard whileſf 1 wal 
thew ;. but that ſence of my condition which I had 
abate , and by little and little felis » after 1 turned my wry te 

the means, which God made : of in working nyo. me. 
Therfr I beg all thoſ« whoſe ho} God is #, £0 
take berd ofedefifig or h Tebeng thoſe infltrament « with whow 
Ged preſent. 
Anſn wer . 


The Reader mult ſuppoſe his meaning ro beeicher, chat he fele no 
ſuch thing as motions , quicknings , ſoule-ſearchings » 8c, while 
with us; or elſe, that whatever of it Kinde he had, they are now to 
'be accounted ao otherthea deluſions ; - and ſo got worthy the azme 
of conviftions, or of being remembred. Tn 
to be his meaning, we have abundant aad p } 
het many times he bach declared his baving'n with God co 4dr» 
 ration's' while he hath wich us bren waiting on him; fo char he 
would not haye given ſuch © ans bath reported = 
the world, But if he mindes all theſe to have ae 
his ewn heart , emu gona tv t itz but Site hy 
ie or thar he diſſermbled choſs precenſions of 

Only ic further fhewes che mercy we linve, of fdelrend from 
fuch a deceirfal m mber , who either then belyed the ſpitit , while 
he owned fach operations to hin, as were none of his, or if they 
Vere the” ſpirics works doth now ig effect deny them, Nare. = 

iwyery ty if ic chan be made ag yvemen, | ror; 
Publiſhing of| pamphlet ih uit n 5d by's 
| hn ico ri ſuch' ATI a0 
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cohyiRions , 8c. replyed, that he never had ſayd ſuch a thing, - 1 
fo, the Reader my gueſs what hand ir's likely himſelf had ia com- 
piling the book z which with other evidences, if we liked to produce 
them , would put that matter out of queſtion. | : 


Accuſer. . | 


2. 1 was drawn off by theſe men, when I was in the greateſt 
probability of recerviug good from the miniſtry that | ever was ; 
for I dee remember ftill the impreſſions which were made upox 
my ſonle by thoſe truths , which I beard from Mr. Chifhul, a 
little before I was thus drawn aſide ," which did work mightily 
ro conviltyn and to reſolution in 18 : but the devill. envyin 
my proſperity, ſent me this thorne in the fleſh; and their.1uſinua- 
tions and temptations did ſb prevaile with me tha I left this © 
winiftry to attend on them , which was but a diverſion from the 

wor h of my ſenle s and I. finde that whereas before bad ſome. 
things of weight upon my ſpirit , theſe were ſoon leged aſiae , 
aud [ bad nothing to doe but to diſpnate about Baptiſme , and 
to raile againſ miniſters , ſo that my former awakening! were 
turned into drowſineſs and deting about queſtions. = 

| EEE ee ation 
How unskilful this man. is of. judging about Convidtions, appears 
in part by what is laft faid y\ How. infaithful he is in reporting them; 
| bs no leſs evident by conſidering , that when heccame.ar firſt tromake 
out among us a profeſſion of Ge Fai ig ordet; to fellowſhip withus, 

he teſtified, that the firſt conyitigns;that.were.@roughe on, his ſoule, 
were through the word of the Loxd held forth inthe Church , afer 
which. (as himſelf ſaid ) fag, worldly reſpeRts,, he went again to at- 
tend on. the. publick minilfry ,. bur was there met with , by ſome 
word of Mr. Chiſhnl, which pur life.agaia,igto his former copyi; 
Qions begorten by the miniftry with.us ; = KK he return 
again , and on a declaration of the work of faith was baptiſed and 
admitted, If this teſtimony of his was, in truth , and a. true work 
of grace was on him , then did the Lord witneſs .co.our miniftry.-If 
he deceived us in that profeſſion, zchen, hah, the Lard witgeſſsd.to 
otr rejeRing him z be wenr ont. from. ta, breauſe. he.was. uot of 
Me. Whereas he lays the fireſs of bis coming fo, us x, upon. 
nuating and tempting him , after the RriSeA fearc | 


the fri fearch Je doch oor, ap 
peare , that any were urgent with.him at all, but that of his own. 
| any Were urgi d = 
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voluntary inclinaticion he propoſed ;his defires of communion 
firſt co a particular member (now with the Lord ) and then unto 
the whole. | . ES 
| Accuſer.. 

2. As 1 found no profit my ſclf by atteuding_on their 
NY Pk » ſo Tobſerved prof to any "ther. No, bath been 
not .ouly mine , but the experience of ethers , who have con- 
franitly attended them as long 48 my ſelf, that there was gp- 


thing but deadneſs of ſpirit to be gained there,which hath at laſt 
cauſed them to deſert them alſo, 

Anſwer. | : 
'- Fhe Accuſer doth not tell you , that thoſe conſtant attenders that 
have deſerted us were members with us ( there being bur his wife 
and one or two more fince , that on that pretenſien haye left 
thac Church!) as for uſual hearers , if any of chem are gone on 
this ground ,' as it's more the: they have declared , ſoncicher is it 
vifidle by any loſs of number in thar great coacourſe, Bur pur caſe 
that (we lying under fo great reproach asthe Accuſer hath pub- 
lickly and doeth dayly wait and labour with his new friends to 
caſt upon us ) both Members of the Church and Attenders on 
it ſhould be offended , finding fault with Miniſters, Adminiftra- 
tions, 8c, would this become a conyincing Argument with a ſe- 
rious heart, thar God is witneſſing againſt the way ? hath it not 
been the common tryal of Gods owa people heretofore ? and ac 
this day is there'not to be obſerved and lamented, a ſpirit of giddis 
acfs taking great hold of men and things , ſo that the whole, (@- 
riegof what of late dayes had on ic the impreffion of Reformation ,. 
ſeemirg 2s it were to labour and encline cowards its ancient cor = 
ruptiop ? In which houſe of temptation we are indeed in expeRta- 
tion of preater tryals then theſe, and yet in the middelt of them 
have*this to: be 'glad ia our God for, that all along he hath, nor. 
left us without ſeveral gratious teftimonics of ' his converting and 
quickning preſence z notwithſtanding our Accuſer , and ſuch 
ſpirits as his is, may haye taſted little of it , but have been filled 
with their own waycse 
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C : | . ; Accufr. : , | 
+' They are very vigilant and watchful to finde out any 
that are convinced and awakevoll under the publick miniftry : 
and when they. begin to ſar things -a little darkly and confuſed- 
hh, #hey . e the advantage of thu twilight, ir which theiv 
ſowlts are to pmt off their commadities 3 where their outs have 
ſows tenderneſs, and yet a great deal of ignsr ance, they we fit to 
wes wpou by thems ,, for by reaſon of the firſt , they dare wat 
weglett a command of God; and by renfon of the ſecond, it ap» 
prares to them that it is meceſſaryto be dipt. | 


This fourth Experiment comes to appearance very big into the 
world , and promiſing great diſcoyeries., ſuddenly eaſeth it ſelf 
of fixmmonRrous'births , conceived in the yambe of it :alt which, far 
che ſtbfiance of them, are no other then the old pulpir-and preſs-: 
worne-ſhnders :that the dragon 'hath. had ready in- all generations 
as'aHooll 'ro poure out upon the 'Lords people , who have labour- 
ed faichfullyro 'beare their teftiany and ſer their Thoulders to the 
work-of reformation ,' or $0 the recovery of any uh in DoRtrine 
or & man ab pollutions of the man-of Gone , ;againli.thejn- 
cereftarid fireame of the fl:fhly wiſdome and glory of the times they 
tavelived in. Allwhich, as we might caſt .cff ac once, by teſtifying 
anholy derefiation chrough grace in aur hearts agaioſt che baſner, 
mob chings ſaggelted ; ſo aced we, and ſhall wes fay the lels ro 


{(1.) For hat there are no:-particular perſons inflanced ,.who in 
the things layd to ourcharge may b= made-ouc demontirably.co be 
guilty ; and ic is our comforcableaſſurance , that-on 2 faichfuland 
impartial ſearch they will not. be found ; bur thac the flander will 
recura.on the Accuſers head ,.and none be fiumbled jac it.g unlels 
ſuch as may judge, .thar this  Accuſers truth. and. faithfulneſs in- this 
narrative examined, deſcrves for bim thathe be belieycd in-a;matrer 
ef this mcment upon. his.own word. 

(2.) 1nthat cur Accuſer with his own penfreeth-thoſe.that are 
Godly amoag us from theſe things,fayirg tayard the cloſe [/ ſprake 
» SLED nos 
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—_ aft fir 1 | Pons Sd 1 beliews there is #: 
goiter on » 8c, j our iatereſt.is aor , (plirg 
—_— thac plead for any uagod] 
gadly degds that they ſhall commir 'Xf. amy ſuch þ 
gully of the things charged, and pec6Rt ia them, lor them bus 
their judgment whoever they þe the Loukwill we hoge in due 
ne diſcover them , and deliver us from them, - 
or whats {aid of aur infiauacions onthe Ignorant. wich pretegs 
fears of love fram-w or peace from Gad , prefliag. chem ſpeedily 
49.Bapiilme,, and haviqgiall-our zeale ſor che praQ.ſe Of holipels 
paaning inco.thargwe abhorand rejeRt as baſe falſhools , p jos Mm 
appeare-from our not accepting the tenders of many perſons bh f- 
king $optiſme and communion wich us , when we. cannot be fatis- 
keg io tome igqod meaſure of illumination in their ugderftanding, 
#0d diftia knowledge.of the wark of converſion 03 their hearts g. 
Coat. we judge ic our duty to be. tender to the babes ia - 


Touching >ur own at we ace often bian-- 
ged by this qpr Accuſer ,, andour ſhqnoing che light; irs true 
we 4ce-repnted, and know gar ſelves ; == weak apd darke 
PSoptc; yerwe declare, thar. through the ſupporting mercy of 

, whom. wefear, and oo: — this. har. of rebuke and 

blaſphemy, we rely for help., we ſhull gor ceaſe ro witneſs be- 

before rear andſmall, as the Lord ſhall minittcrabilicy, and 
lp way, 

"Thar che .doRrine which we,profels, and parcicularly thac 
avjaper bapricng only upon perſonal profefſion of ſaving faith, 
» adodtrine according 10:Godlineſs, andcheſame which was 
ence delivered to: the Saints, (\6xcepring nevertheleſs ro our 
khlves,and-owning whateyer miſcarciages.chrough perſonall:de» 

agcompany. this profeſſion.of crab io chis day. of ma} 
things.) Neicher ſhall we ſhyncogeſtific, tharthe impoſing 
ef.che fleſhly-oE#-ſpring.upon-tche Goſpel-Church, is a.doArine 
Withour Scripure,faupdaon. And wedoe teftifie,thac inthis. 
Bich we Rand through graces pd. have peace with God in it ; 


E on weddie the (9g8ight 33 hea -eigh and _ 
fai - 


—— 


(78) 
lly'as for God , how much rhe ſaid do&rine impoſir 
hlyoff-p ing on the Goſpel Church{perplexeth and obſcu- 
eth tle Heb, 4and order of the miniſtration of the ey 

Ive Ge ties 'by the Son uf Go@':' how it conf FA. 
the main difin&ion. of 'the ewo' Covenant in 'the differen * -? 
principle of their reſpeRive ſubjeRs, typified By hal and : 
x rs aac: Gen 21,10, and explained Ga/ 4.22-- 36, & Tom, 9.8, | 
inguiſhed in plain terms by che children of che 'feſhyand rhe 
children 6f promiſe, with reipe& to the ſeveral ſeaſons of Law 
and Goſpel, Rom. 4.13, 14. Huwitalfo darkveth the honor. ©; 

and dignity which the Goſpel-Minittration exaltech the Jew. - ; 
and his poſterity unto, by covfirmipg unco them the firſt tems /. 
ders of divine Grace by a ſpecial infticution of this Mioiſtrationg _ 
Mat. 10. 5,6, whereby from their former priviledge. of ... 
vants under the bondage-covenant , they by faith im'x he grace 
ſo tendred to them, obtain for ever the priviledge. and dignity 71, 
of Sons and heirs of God, a more noble deicens. won thar of, 4 ll; | 
braham. . FO 
Neither can that ſuggeſtion, [T kit biptizing only wpow pe 


ſonal profeſſion is @ narrowing of the Covenant of gr act 7. WW: 


of any weight, ſeeing no ſubje& which the Covenant: © pc 
either in the nature or preſent exbibicion thereof declare! h 2 
judgeth competent (in _any.degree , ſtands excluded by, 
rhough we be thereof judged, becauſe we dare not pre n ” | 
Poivr of praiſe in infticnred worſhip, to depart fromap pl oe Wo. 
known rule, to fellow uncettain ſuppolitions, ' Notwithifine 45! 
din? alſo our Accuſer be _—_— come forth cot >Ck ar pe 
reproach ns for it ; a man that hach been our companion With , 
counſels of the honſe of God: and as David formd chic an bh. w, Fl 
grivacionto his afflitions, Pſal, 41, 9, and 55, 12,3314: «W- } 8 

1s itwithns this day in behalf of this poor arbor doubts '* 
leſs become a finmbling fone to credulous 8 incanrions ſ6nlf3 

bu: 'we are ranghr to caſt our care in ſuch a caſe n God;eting 
thecaſe is particulatly his to provide for z an 'weare | 
ded,thatthouzh thotends ſhould fall cff;8& de cite ded inith | 
day of manifold cemprations , through worldly dilaavant - or,” 
yer char thereby theruth wherein we'ſtand', ſho 1d onf y me 
Teive purgation from the blemiſhes thar are Gogh vos ch ls 
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